
10 Apply For Irish Driving Licence Tricks All Experts Recommend

Your Complete, Step-by-Step Guide to Applying for an Irish Driving
Licence
Navigating the bureaucratic paths of getting main documents can often feel overwhelming. Nevertheless,
obtaining an Irish driving licence-- whether taking the first amazing action as a learner chauffeur or upgrading to
a complete licence-- does not have to be a difficult undertaking.

The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) handles all applications in Ireland, and the procedure has actually
become increasingly structured thanks to online services. This thorough guide outlines everything candidates
need to understand to effectively secure their Irish driving licence.

Understanding the Journey: Learner vs. Full Licence
Before starting the application procedure, it is necessary to comprehend where you currently stand in the Irish
driving system. The journey typically begins with a student authorization and culminates in a complete driving
licence.

1. The Learner Permit

A learner authorization allows individuals to drive on Irish roadways while discovering, offered they are
accompanied by a certified driver. To acquire a student permit in Ireland, applicants should:

Be of the legal age for the vehicle category requested (e.g., 17 for vehicles).

Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

Complete an obligatory vision test.

2. The Full Driving Licence

As soon as a learner motorist has held their authorization for the required minimum time, finished Essential
Driver Training (EDT) lessons, and passed the practical driving test, they can get a complete driving licence.

Requirements Checklist: What You Need Before You Apply
Before jumping onto the NDLS website, applicants should collect particular documents and accreditations.
Arriving prepared prevents delays in processing times.

Public Services Card (PSC) and Verified MyGovID: The NDLS needs a Verified MyGovID account linked to a
Public Services Card to process online applications.

Proof of Address: Required if the address has actually altered since the PSC was released, or if the candidate
is using in individual. (Must be dated within the last 6 months).

Evidence of PPS Number: Shown through the PSC, a P60, a payslip, or correspondence from the Revenue
Commissioners.

NDLS Medical Report Form: Required for motorists aged 70 or over, or for those with certain medical
conditions (e.g., epilepsy, diabetes, visual impairments). This must be finished by a signed up doctor within
one month of the application.



Driving Licence/Permit: The existing or latest permit/licence (if appropriate).

Certificate of Competency: Issued after successfully passing the useful driving test (required just for novice
full licence applicants).

Step-by-Step Application Process
The NDLS provides 2 primary methods to apply: online (the fastest and most hassle-free approach) or personally
at one of the 34 NDLS centres nationwide.

Technique A: Applying Online (Recommended)

Applying online takes approximately 10 minutes, offered all documents are prepared.

1. Establish MyGovID: Ensure you have actually a Verified MyGovID account utilizing your Public Services Card
and a mobile phone for two-factor authentication.

2. Go To the NDLS Website: Go to ndls.ie and select the relevant application category.

3. Total the Digital Form: Input the required information, confirm your address, and upload any essential
supporting paperwork (such as a medical report, if suitable).

4. Pay the Fee: Use a credit or debit card to finish the protected online payment.

5. Await Delivery: The brand-new licence or authorization is usually manufactured and published within 4 to 8
working days.

Technique B: Applying In Person

For those who prefer face-to-face service or can not utilize online confirmation:

1. Book an Appointment: Visit the NDLS website to schedule a slot at a regional centre. Walk-ins are rarely
accepted.

2. Bring Physical Documents: Take all initial documents, including your PSC, evidence of address, and any
necessary medical or test certificates.

3. Total Biometrics: At the centre, a picture and signature will be captured digitally.

4. Pay: Pay the cost by means of debit/credit card or cash.

Irish Driving Licence Fees at a Glance
The cost of an Irish driving licence or student allow varies depending on the validity duration Buy Irish Driving
License and category. Below is a breakdown of the basic charges:

Document Type Validity Period Basic Fee Notes Student Permit 2 Years EUR35.00 Requirement initial permit for
cars/motorcycles. Full Driving Licence 10 Years EUR55.00 Requirement full licence for chauffeurs under 70. Full
Driving Licence (Reduced) 3 Years EUR55.00 For chauffeurs aged in between 60 and 66 (expires at age 70).
Complete Driving Licence (Senior) 1 Year Free For drivers aged 70 and over. Exchange Foreign Licence Varies
EUR55.00 Administrative cost for transforming eligible foreign licences.

Note: Applicants aged 70 and over are exempt from the licence fee, despite whether they hold a learner
authorization or a full driving licence.

Exchanging a Foreign Driving Licence in Ireland

https://www.ndls.ie/
https://irishdrivinglicense.com/
https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Drivers moving to Ireland from abroad may require to exchange their foreign licence for an Irish one. The rules
depend totally on the issuing country:

EU/EEA Licences: Drivers from EU or European Economic Area member states can drive in Ireland on their
current licence till it expires. They do not need to exchange it, though they can select to do so willingly.

Acknowledged States: Ireland has mutual agreements with specific nations (such as Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, South Africa, and parts of the United States). People holding licences from these jurisdictions can
exchange them directly for an Irish licence without taking a test, offered they apply within a particular
timeframe of residency.

Non-Recognized States: Individuals from countries without an exchange agreement need to start the
process from scratch-- passing the Driver Theory Test, finishing EDT lessons, and taking the practical driving
test.

Top Tips for a Smooth Application
To ensure the application procedure goes without a drawback, keep these expert suggestions in mind:

Check Photo Requirements: If applying online, the NDLS will pull the picture from your Public Services Card.
Ensure your PSC picture depends on date.

Mind the Medical Form Expiry: If a medical report is needed, send the application within one month of the
medical professional signing the type. If left too long, a brand-new examination will be needed.

Restore Early: Do not wait until the outright expiration date. Applications can be sent as much as three
months before a current permit or licence expires.

Double-Check Categories: Ensure the application targets the proper vehicle category (e.g., Category B for
standard cars, AM for mopeds).

Protecting an Irish driving licence is a milestone that approves freedom, independence, and movement. By using
the digital-first approach supplied by the NDLS and guaranteeing all requirements-- such as the general public
Services Card and medical forms-- are squared away in advance, candidates can breeze through the process.

Whether hitting the roadway for the really first time on a learner authorization or upgrading to a shiny brand-
new ten-year full licence, preparation is the key to a fast and hassle-free experience. Safe driving!


