New windows can look finished on day one and still need attention from the first season onward.

They are usually small, preventable problems, like a missed adjustment, a dirty track, or weatherstripping that was

left to settle in.

What To Check During The First Few Months

The first 30 to 90 days are when new windows reveal how well they were installed and how they are settling into

the house.

Check operation first. If a sash binds, scrapes, or feels out of square, that is worth reporting sooner rather than
later.

Look closely at the perimeter trim and interior caulk lines. Small hairline gaps can appear as materials dry and

homes move with the seasons.
Moisture trapped between the panes is a seal problem, not a dirt problem. Wiping the glass will not fix it.
An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Store the paperwork, because a year from now you will not remember which unit was special order and which

one used the standard hardware package.

Cleaning New Windows Without Wearing Them Out
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actual weather exposure. Keep it simple and gentle.

For glass, a mild soap solution or a manufacturer-approved cleaner is usually enough.
For frames, choose the cleaner based on the material.

A few practical habits help most homeowners avoid trouble:

® Vacuum or brush out tracks before washing them.

* Wipe away pollen, salt spray, and grit before it builds up.
* Rinse screens gently instead of scrubbing them hard.

* Dry weatherstripping and moving parts after cleaning.

® Avoid pressure washing near seals and caulk lines.

Homes exposed to coastal conditions need a little more discipline. Salt film can collect on the surface and on the

hardware, especially after windy weather.

Corrosion resistance is part of the buying decision in coastal areas, not just a nice extra.

Why Small Mechanical Checks Save Bigger Repairs
Windows fail in the small parts before they fail in the glass.

A latch that suddenly feels stiff is often a clue that the window shifted slightly or the hardware needs tightening.
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Weatherstripping deserves the same attention. It should lie flat, stay flexible, and show no obvious tearing or

compression gaps.

The weep system keeps water moving out of the frame. If it gets blocked by dirt or paint, moisture can sit where

it should not.

Seasonal checks matter because the window is dealing with expansion, contraction, wind pressure, and moisture,
sometimes all in the same month.

The right product is about durability as much as style.

Seasonal Care And When To Call The Installer

Spring and fall are the sweet spot because you can catch problems before summer humidity or winter cold

makes them worse.

Spring is a good time to clean, inspect, and reset the windows after months of cold weather.

Fall inspections are about preparedness, especially if you want to avoid cold air leaks once the heat turns on.
Call the installer or a qualified service company if you see any of the following:

¢ Drafts that do not go away.

* Fogging between the panes.

* Hardware that will not operate smoothly.

® Water intrusion around the frame.

* Visible damage that keeps coming back after cleaning.

Do not wait on the issues that affect the seal or the structural fit. Those are the problems that can turn a good

installation into a short-lived one.

If a window eventually reaches the point where repair no longer makes sense, knowing the available incentives

can make the next step easier to budget.

Most of the payoff comes from simple habits carried out on schedule.



