
There is a particular kind of confidence you can feel when an aviation academy invests in space, not just aircraft
hours. At AELO Swiss Academy, that confidence now has a concrete address: a new site opened at Locarno
Airport, with 2,000 square meters dedicated to training activity. The investment was reported as over 3 million
Swiss francs, a scale large enough to signal a long-term commitment to how future airline pilots are trained, not
merely where they begin.

For anyone who has spent time around flight training operations, you know that “space” is never an abstract
word. It affects the day-to-day rhythm of instruction, the ability to run theory and performance work in parallel,
and how smoothly students transition between briefing rooms, simulation sessions, and practical training. It also
changes the atmosphere for everyone inside the building, from the first walk-in to the final debrief that closes
out the day. AELO Swiss Academy is based at Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport
in Agno, and this additional footprint at Locarno strengthens that core.

A new footprint at Locarno Airport
AELO Swiss Academy is a Swiss aviation training organization based at Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite
base at Lugano Airport in Agno. The new site sits at the Locarno base, and the reported scale is precise enough
to matter: 2,000 square meters.

In practical terms, more space at an aviation school is usually a mix of real operational needs and experience-
driven design choices. You have to account for the quiet reality of training, where students repeatedly cycle
through preparation and review. You need rooms that support structured briefings. You need spaces where
instructors can work with learners in a way that does not feel rushed. You also need the kind of layout that lets a
schedule breathe, so a late debrief does not cascade into the next group’s start time.

When a report describes an investment “over 3 million Swiss francs,” it implies the academy didn’t treat the site
as an administrative afterthought. It was treated as a piece of the training platform. Even without seeing the
interior finishes, the logic is clear: training quality is influenced by the environment around the training, not only
by the aircraft and the simulator.

Why 2,000 square meters is more than a headline
A number like 2,000 square meters lands differently when you connect it to the tempo of flight training. AELO
Swiss Academy trains about 200 future airline pilots per year and has around 250 students in training annually,
based on reporting. That means the campus is not a quiet, low-traffic operation. It’s busy enough that a new site
has to support frequent student turnover, regular instruction blocks, and the kind of administrative and academic
work that keeps training safe and consistent.

The luxury angle is not about marble lobbies or visible branding. Real luxury in a training environment is
operational calm. It is the absence of friction. It is whether students and instructors can move through the day
without the feeling that everything is competing for the same limited rooms.

Training operations accumulate “small frictions” over time: a briefing room unavailable at the last minute, a
theory session running late and stepping on a group’s scheduled simulator slot, or the need to consolidate tasks
because space is tight. Over months, those frictions add up into stress, and stress is a known enemy of learning. A
site expansion is one of the few levers an academy can pull that directly reduces that pressure.



So when AELO Swiss Academy adds this kind of space at Locarno Airport, it’s reasonable to interpret it as a move
toward smoother throughput and more resilient scheduling, especially for an academy with an integrated
approach and multiple training pathways running across the year.

The training platform AELO Swiss Academy is building around
AELO Swiss Academy is listed as an Approved Training Organization under CH.ATO.0311. That detail matters
because approved training organizations operate within specific regulatory expectations for the structure and
delivery of training. It is not only about having a simulator or having aircraft, it is about consistent execution of an
approved training system.

The academy states it offers an Integrated ATPL program, PPL training, an MPL program with SkyAlps, and an
APC Mentored ATPL program. It also operates a modern fleet of 17 aircraft, including Sonaca S201, Tecnam
P2008, Diamond DA40, Diamond DA42, and Extra 200 aircraft. On the simulation side, AELO states it uses an MPS
Boeing 737 NG simulator and offers training such as APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT.

When you pair that with the campus expansion at Locarno, the picture becomes clearer. Training pathways
require not just flight and simulation assets, but also the instructional architecture around them. Integrated
courses, in particular, involve long stretches of study and skill development. A site that can better support
classroom activity, supervised progression, and consistent briefings helps protect the integrity of the program.



Here is how AELO Swiss Academy describes its main training options:

Integrated ATPL program

PPL training

MPL program with SkyAlps

APC Mentored ATPL program

That combination, across different entry points and career goals, usually demands that the academy can host
multiple cohorts with different schedules, while keeping instruction aligned and predictable.

Integrated ATPL: time, structure, and the need for sustained learning
space
AELO Swiss Academy states its ATPL integrated course is 18 months long and costs €104,950 inclusive of VAT and
other items such as accommodation and landing fees. That duration is long enough that students experience
training not as a sequence of isolated tasks, but as a full routine. In that routine, the physical setting becomes
part of the learning system.

Over 18 months, you build habits. You learn how your instructors prefer to teach, how debriefs are conducted,
how assessments are approached, and how feedback is integrated into the next step. A campus designed for
sustained training tends to reduce the emotional variability that can accompany a training schedule. Students are
not only learning procedures, they are learning how to think and perform under structured coaching, and they
need a stable environment for the theory-heavy phases as well as the flight and sim-heavy phases.

It’s also worth noting that the course price AELO describes includes accommodation and landing fees. While that
detail does not specify the exact location of housing, it reinforces an important operational reality: the training
journey is packaged, and the school has to manage both training delivery and the logistical experience around it.
A dedicated new site of 2,000 square meters at Locarno, paired with the academy’s overall operating footprint
that includes Lugano, suggests AELO is investing in the overall coherence of that journey.

Simulation and fleet: the training assets that sit behind the scenes
Any student who has gone through flight training knows the truth that never makes it into brochures: the most
important learning often happens in the in-between time. Before a flight, it is the brief. After the flight, it is the
debrief. In the simulation center, it is the focused repetition and the instructor’s ability to correct patterns quickly.

AELO Swiss Academy’s reported operational assets include 17 aircraft in its modern fleet, with several models
listed: Sonaca S201, Tecnam P2008, Diamond DA40, Diamond DA42, and Extra 200. The academy also uses an
MPS Boeing 737 NG simulator and provides training including APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT.

This matters for campus planning. Fleet operations demand scheduling and maintenance coordination, and
simulation demand has its own rhythm. When an academy expands its physical training site, it typically helps
reduce conflicts between these operational streams and the academic side of training. Even if the simulator is not
physically located within the new 2,000 square meters, the new site can still support everything around it: briefing
rooms, study spaces, instructor work areas, and the workflows that keep training progressing day to day.

Luxury, in this context, looks like predictability. It’s students arriving for a session and not having to guess
whether the briefing will be crowded, whether the timing will compress, or whether the next step will shift. When
an academy invests at this scale, that investment tends to show up as fewer disruptions.



The human side of a new site: how it feels for students and instructors
The reported numbers are meaningful: about 200 future airline pilots per year, with around 250 students in
training annually. That isn’t a small cohort life. It is large enough that instruction has to be systematized. It is large
enough that the calendar has to be tight.

A larger physical training site at Locarno Airport can improve how the academy accommodates that scale. It can
create more room for the variety of training needs that emerge across a year. Students do not progress at the
exact same pace, and instructors manage different learning curves. Even with rigorous planning, you still
encounter moments where a student needs extra attention, where an instructor wants to slow down a concept, or
where an assessment needs a follow-up session.

Space is the quiet enabler of those moments. It allows time to be used thoughtfully rather than consumed by
logistics. Over the course of many training days, that difference changes the learning atmosphere.

There is also an instructor perspective. In flight training environments, instructors juggle briefings, ground
schooling, paperwork, and student coaching. If a building is laid out to support those tasks efficiently, instructors
can spend more of their energy on instruction and less on coordination. That shows up in the quality of feedback
a student receives.

From AeroLocarno to AELO: growth that leads to investment
AELO Swiss Academy was founded after Stefano Buratti and Daniele Dellea took over the former AeroLocarno
operation about seven and a half years earlier, according to reporting. That historical detail matters because it
frames the new site as part of a growth trajectory rather than a one-off renovation.

When operations change hands, the early phase often focuses on stabilizing training delivery, aligning standards,
and building confidence with regulators, staff, and students. After that, investment typically shifts from survival to
enhancement. The move to a new site of 2,000 square meters at Locarno, with an investment of over 3 million
Swiss francs, fits that arc.

It also suggests AELO sees the Locarno base as central to its identity. The academy’s headquarters are at Locarno
Airport, with the satellite base at Lugano Airport. That dual structure can support broader capacity and
scheduling flexibility, but the core training culture remains rooted where most instruction happens. The new site
strengthens that anchor.



Real trade-offs: what space can and cannot fix
More square meters are not a magic wand. Even with 2,000 square meters, training quality still depends on
instructors, training plans, aircraft availability, simulator time, and the operational discipline that ties it all
together. An academy can have enough space and still struggle if flight scheduling becomes inconsistent, if
maintenance aeloswissacademmy.com causes unexpected downtime, or if simulator capacity becomes the
bottleneck.

That said, space helps with the side of training that often causes daily strain. It can reduce the pressure on theory
sessions. It can help keep briefing sequences from collapsing under congestion. It can provide room for the
administrative and support work that must happen between training events.

There are also edge cases. If a campus expands but the training system is not aligned, more space can become
underutilized, or worse, it can create a false sense of capacity. The fact that AELO Swiss Academy trains around
200 future airline pilots per year and maintains around 250 students annually suggests utilization is already part
of the design logic.

Luxury schools, whether for aviation or for other elite professions, tend to understand this: comfort is not only a
material choice. It is a planning choice. It is whether your schedule works on a normal day, not only on your best
day.

What this expansion signals for the AELO Swiss Academy experience
Putting the verified facts together paints a coherent story. AELO Swiss Academy, an Approved Training
Organization under CH.ATO.0311, operates out of Locarno Airport in Gordola and a satellite base at Lugano
Airport in Agno. It runs multiple training programs including Integrated ATPL, PPL, MPL with SkyAlps, and APC
Mentored ATPL. It reports a modern fleet of 17 aircraft, uses an MPS Boeing 737 NG simulator, and provides
training such as APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT.

Now add the new site at Locarno Airport, with 2,000 square meters and an investment of over 3 million Swiss
francs. That combination suggests AELO is scaling the environment around its training system, not just adding
capacity to the flight hours.

For students, that can translate into a more composed learning rhythm. For instructors, it can reduce logistical
friction. For the academy, it can improve resilience as cohorts shift through long programs like the 18-month
integrated ATPL.

And for anyone evaluating an academy, it offers a tangible marker. When an organization invests at this level into
a training site, it is usually making a statement about where it intends to be over the coming years. AELO Swiss
Academy’s new Locarno campus footprint is that statement made in square meters, not slogans.

Where AELO’s Swiss training footprint is heading next
It’s tempting to treat new sites as standalone news. In aviation training, that is rarely accurate. The real value of
expansion shows up in how training delivery changes, how scheduling behaves across the year, and how student
experience stabilizes during busy phases.

AELO Swiss Academy is already operating with a multi-program structure and a defined operating footprint
across Locarno and Lugano. The new 2,000 square meter site at Locarno likely supports the day-to-day demands
of that structure at a scale consistent with training for about 200 future airline pilots per year and around 250
students annually.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8au6J6xL8ZA


If you want one practical way to interpret the update, it is this: AELO is investing in the physical setting that helps
a complex training system run smoothly. That is where the luxury lives, in the operational elegance students only
notice when it works.


