Buying your first handgun can feel exciting and a bit overwhelming—especially when you're navigating local and

state laws. If you're considering a pistol purchase in Florida and you live in or near Fort Walton Beach, it's

important to understand waiting periods, background checks, and practical steps to get started. This guide walks

you through the essentials for first-time gun buyers, including how buying guns in Florida works, what Fort

Walton Beach firearm laws mean for you, and how to choose a handgun responsibly and confidently.

Florida is a shall-issue state for concealed carry licenses and has preemption laws, meaning most firearm

regulations are governed at the state level rather than by cities or counties. Still, there are local considerations—

especially around waiting periods—that can impact your purchase timing. Whether you're shopping at a local

gun shop or browsing options online for pickup at a licensed dealer, the process follows a predictable path.
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1) Who can buy a pistol in Florida?

Age: You must be at least 21 to purchase a handgun from a Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL).

Eligibility: You must pass a federal background check through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement
(FDLE), which queries state and national databases.

Identification: A valid government-issued photo ID with your current address is required. If your address is
different, bring supporting documents.

Federal and state prohibitions: Disqualifications include felony convictions, certain misdemeanor domestic

violence convictions, active protection orders, unlawful drug use, and other prohibited statuses.

2) Background checks in Florida

FDLE/NICS: All retail pistol purchases run through FDLE, which coordinates with the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS).

Timeline: Many approvals return within minutes to a business day. Delays can occur for common names,
incomplete records, or clarifications.

Private sales: Florida does not require background checks for private, non-dealer sales between individuals
unless a local ordinance applies. However, many first-time buyers opt to purchase through a gun shop for

added compliance, paperwork, and gun shop advice.

3) Waiting periods: State and local rules

State-level rule (without a concealed carry license): Florida generally imposes a three-day waiting period on
handgun purchases from dealers. The waiting period excludes the day of purchase and includes business
days only, not weekends or holidays. The firearm can be transferred after both the waiting period and the

successful background check are complete.

Concealed carry permits (FL) and exemptions: Holders of a valid Florida Concealed Weapon or Firearm
License (CWFL) are exempt from the state waiting period. Law enforcement, correctional officers, and certain

other categories may be exempt as well.

Fort Walton Beach and Okaloosa County specifics: Due to state preemption, localities generally cannot
impose stricter firearm purchase rules than state law. That means in Fort Walton Beach you can expect the
statewide rules to apply: background check plus the standard waiting period unless you have a CWFL.

Confirm with your local dealer if any store policies add extra timelines.

4) The purchase process step-by-step



Step 1: Research and readiness

Take time to consider the purpose: home defense, concealed carry, range practice, or competition.
Review safety tips for new owners and consider scheduling a beginner shooting class before buying.
Step 2: Visit an FFL

Bring your ID and be prepared to complete ATF Form 4473.

Ask for firearm selection tips based on your hand size, recoil tolerance, and intended use.

Request gun shop advice on reputable models, maintenance, holsters, and safe storage.

Step 3: Background check and waiting period

The dealer submits your information to FDLE. If approved, you'll then observe the waiting period unless

exempt.

Step 4: Pickup and documentation

When the waiting period ends and approval is confirmed, you'll complete the transfer.

Take home your pistol along with a lock, a cleaning kit, and ammunition suitable for training.
Step 5: Training and ongoing responsibility

Enroll in a range safety orientation or a first-time gun buyer guide course. Reinforce safe handling and

beginner shooting advice.

5) Choosing a handgun: Practical tips

Fit and ergonomics: The pistol should allow you to achieve a high, consistent grip with the ability to reach the
trigger and controls comfortably. Test grip modules or backstraps when available.

Caliber considerations: 9mm is a common choice for new owners due to manageable recoil, availability, and
modern defensive performance.

Reliability and support: Look for widely supported models with strong track records, readily available
magazines, and holsters.

Sights and optics: Consider high-visibility sights or optics-ready platforms if you plan to mount a red dot.
Keep it simple for your first pistol.

Safeties and trigger systems: Understand striker-fired versus hammer-fired systems, and whether you prefer
manual safeties, decockers, or passive safeties.

Try before you buy: Many ranges near Fort Walton Beach offer rentals. Test several models and apply firearm

selection tips with an instructor’s guidance.

6) Training and safety foundations

Four fundamental rules: Treat every firearm as loaded; never point at anything you're not willing to destroy;

keep your finger off the trigger until sights are on target; know your target and what's beyond it.

Dry practice: With the firearm unloaded and in a safe direction, practice a consistent grip, sight alignment,

and trigger press. Use a chamber flag for added assurance.

Live-fire basics: Start with slow, deliberate shots at close distance. Focus on stance, grip pressure, sight

picture, and smooth trigger control.

Storage and responsibility: Use a quality safe or lockbox, especially with children in the home. Consider

quick-access options for defensive use. Learn your obligations under Florida law if a firearm is lost or stolen.

Maintenance: Clean and lubricate according to the manufacturer’s schedule. Function check after reassembly.

7) Concealed carry considerations in Florida



* CWEFL benefits: A Florida concealed carry license can exempt you from handgun waiting periods, streamline

purchases, and allow concealed carry where lawful. Training can also boost your competency.

* Application steps: Complete an approved training course, gather required documentation, submit

fingerprints, and apply through the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

* Where you can't carry: Even with a CWFL, certain places remain off-limits (courthouses, certain government

buildings, secure areas, and others). Review current statutes before carrying.

® Holster and carry method: Choose a holster that fully covers the trigger guard, offers good retention, and fits

your pistol. Practice drawing safely with an unloaded firearm before carrying.
8) Buying local in Fort online firearm accessory store reviews Walton Beach

* Advantages: Local dealers offer hands-on fitting, local knowledge of Fort Walton Beach firearm laws, and

after-sale support. Many host classes offering beginner shooting advice and safety tips for new owners.

e Community: Joining a local range connects you with mentors and events. Responsible firearm ownership is a

community effort—take advantage of classes, matches, and forums.
9) Common pitfalls for first-time buyers

e Skipping the range trial: Buying based on looks or brand without test-firing can lead to buyer's remorse.
* Underestimating ongoing costs: Budget for ammo, classes, a holster, eye/ear protection, and a safe.

* Neglecting legal education: Understand pistol purchase Florida rules, transport requirements, and storage

responsibilities.

e QOver-accessorizing: Start simple. Master the fundamentals before adding optics, lights, or aftermarket

triggers.
10) Final checklist before purchase

¢ Defined purpose and budget

® Shortlist of models that fit your hand and needs

* Plan to rent and test-fire

* Understanding of waiting periods and background checks
e Storage solution and cleaning supplies

® Enrollment in a training class or range orientation
FAQs

Q1: How long is the waiting period for a handgun in Fort Walton Beach? A1: Expect the statewide three-day
waiting period for handguns from dealers, excluding the day of purchase, weekends, and holidays. If you have a

valid Florida CWFL, you are generally exempt.

Q2: Can | walk out with my pistol the same day? A2: Only if you have a CWFL and your background check is
approved immediately, or if the purchase qualifies for another lawful exemption. Otherwise, you must wait until

both the background check and the waiting period are complete.

Q3: Do | need training to buy a handgun in Florida? A3: Training is not required to buy, but it is strongly

recommended. A training course is required for applying for a CWFL.

Q4: What documents should | bring to the gun shop? A4: Bring a valid government-issued photo ID with your
current address. If the address is outdated, bring supplemental proof like a utility bill. Your dealer will advise if

anything else is needed.


https://jimmysgunsftwalton.com/faq/

Q5: What's the best handgun for a first-time buyer? A5: There is no single "best” pistol. Choose a reliable, well-
supported model in 9mm that fits your hand, test it at a range, and apply firearm selection tips with input from

an instructor or experienced staff.
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