
The Most Successful Swiss Driving License Process Gurus Are Doing Three Things

Navigating Swiss Roads: A Comprehensive Guide to Swiss Driving
License Requirements
Switzerland is globally renowned for its breathtaking alpine passes, efficient public transport, and remarkably
beautiful roadway journeys. However, for expats, foreign workers, and travelers seeking to support the wheel,
navigating the Swiss governmental landscape concerning driving licenses can seem like driving through a thick
fog.

Switzerland keeps stringent, extremely organized requirements for road safety. Subsequently, the requirements
for obtaining, converting, or utilizing a driving license depend greatly on where the driver is from and for how
long they mean to stay. This guide breaks down everything one needs to learn about Swiss driving license
requirements, total with timelines, essential documentation, and category tables.

1. Using a Foreign License in Switzerland
For visitors and short-term arrivals, using a foreign driving license in Switzerland is reasonably straightforward.
Nevertheless, the guidelines change significantly the moment residency is established.

Tourists and Temporary Visitors

Visitors holding a legitimate foreign driving license might drive in Switzerland for approximately one year from
the date of their arrival. swizexpresskarte.com

Language Requirement: If the license is not composed in English, German, French, or Italian, it is highly
suggested-- and frequently lawfully required-- to bring an International Driving Permit (IDP) alongside the
national license.

Age Limit: The minimum age for driving a vehicle in Switzerland is 18 years of ages. Visitors must satisfy this
age requirement, even if their home nation permits driving at a younger age.

New Residents

Individuals relocating to Switzerland to live, work, or research study are formally thought about residents once
they sign up with their regional commune ( Gemeinde/ Commune).

The foreign license is legitimate for driving purposes for 12 months from the registration date.

Throughout this 1-year window, homeowners must transform their foreign license into a Swiss driving
license. Failure to do so leads to driving without a legitimate license, which carries heavy fines and possible
legal repercussions.

2. Transforming a Foreign License to a Swiss License
Transforming a license depends heavily on whether the releasing country has a reciprocal contract with
Switzerland. Normally, countries are divided into 2 classifications: EU/EFTA countries and Non-EU/EFTA countries
(often referred to as "third nations," such as the USA, Canada, Australia, and South Africa).

https://swizexpresskarte.com/


License Origin Theory Test Required? Practical Drive Test Required? First-Aid & & Eye Test Required? EU/ EFTA
No No No (unless medical conditions apply) Non-EU/ EFTA (Reciprocal Agreements) No No Yes (Vision test &
& medical declaration) Non-EU/ EFTA (Standard) Yes Yes Yes (Vision test & & medical statement)

Step-by-Step Conversion Process for Non-EU/EFTA Drivers:

1. Eye Test: Visit a licensed Swiss optician or eye doctor to pass a standard vision test.

2. Application Form: Obtain the official driving license exchange application form from the regional road
traffic office ( Strassenverkehrsamt/ Service des cars).

3. Submission: Submit the application, original foreign driving license, passport pictures, and residency permit
to the traffic office.

4. Examinations (if applicable): If the nation of origin does not have a shared acknowledgment contract with
Switzerland, the candidate must pass a theoretical knowledge test (offered in English, German, French, and
Italian) and a practical driving test with a Swiss expert.

3. Getting a Swiss Driving License from Scratch
For people who have never ever held a driving license, or for young locals turning 18, getting a Swiss license for
the first time follows a strenuous, multi-stage instructional process known as the Two-Phase System (
Zweiphasenausbildung).

Step-by-Step Pathway:

Step 1: Emergency Training Course

Prospective chauffeurs should finish a 10-hour first-aid course ( Nothelferkurs). This certificate is valid for
six years.

Step 2: Learner's Permit Application

Pass an eye test, submit the first-aid certificate, and request a student's permit ( Lernfahrausweis).

Applicants should pass the main computer-based Theory Test.

Step 3: Driving Lessons & & Practice

Once the learner's permit is issued, the driver can practice on public roadways.

While professional lessons are not strictly compulsory, they are highly recommended. If driving with a
personal supervisor (who needs to be at least 23 years of ages and have held a license for a minimum of
3 years), a blue "L" indication must be noticeably shown on the back of the vehicle.

Step 4: Sensibility Training ( Verkehrskundeunterricht - VKU)

Before taking the dry run, learners should complete 8 hours of traffic awareness guideline.

Step 5: Practical Driving Test

Upon passing the useful driving test with an accredited professional, the prospect receives a
probationary license valid for 3 years.

Step 6: The Second Phase (WAM)

During the 3-year probationary duration, brand-new motorists must finish one day of obligatory
secondary-stage training ( Wafus/ WAM) focusing on hazard understanding and advanced car control.



Failing to complete this course leads to the cancellation of the license.

Action 7: Full License

After effectively completing the probationary duration and the secondary training day, chauffeurs can
make an application for their unlimited, irreversible Swiss driving license.

Summary of Swiss Driving License Classes
Switzerland categorizes automobiles thoroughly. Below is a quick-reference table for common license classes:

Class Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light motor automobiles (max 45 km/h) 14 years A1
Motorbikes as much as 125cc (max 11 kW) 16 years A Heavy motorbikes (unrestricted) 25 years (or 20 after 2
years on A2) B Automobiles and light vans (max 3.5 tonnes, max 8 passenger seats) 18 years BE Automobile
(Class B) integrated with a heavy trailer 18 years

Last Tips for Success
Keep Documentation Handy: Always bring your physical driving license, lorry registration papers (
Fahrzeugausweis), and evidence of compulsory motor third-party liability insurance coverage while driving in
Switzerland.

Regard the Rules: Swiss traffic laws are notoriously strict, implemented by automated speed electronic
cameras, strenuous police patrols, and significant, income-adjusted fines for serious offenses (understood as
Via Sicura regulations).

Seek Advice From Local Authorities: Because cantons have slight administrative variations in how they
process applications, constantly inspect the particular guidelines supplied by your local Strassenverkehrsamt
upon arrival.

By understanding these requirements ahead of time, motorists can make sure a smooth transition onto Swiss
roads, paving the way for safe, legal, and unforgettable alpine journeys.


