
This Is The Ultimate Guide To Hungarian Driving License Registration

Navigating the Hungarian Driving License Registration Process: A
Comprehensive Guide
For migrants, digital nomads, and foreign nationals settling in Hungary, mobility is typically a top priority.
Whether browsing the historical streets of Budapest or checking out the stunning landscapes of the Lake Balaton
region, having a legitimate driving license is vital. Nevertheless, comprehending the legalities, conversions, and
administrative steps involved in Hungarian driving license registration can feel overwhelming.

This guide offers a thorough summary of the guidelines, requirements, and treatments for registering,
exchanging, or getting a driving license in Hungary.

1. Comprehending the Legal Framework: Who Needs to Register?
The requirement to acquire a Hungarian driving license depends mostly on the candidate's nation of origin and
the period of their stay. Hungary, as a member of the European Union (EU) and the European Economic Area
(EEA), abides by standardized European guidelines relating to driver licensing.

EU/EEA Citizens

People holding a valid driving license issued by an EU or EEA member state typically do not require to exchange
their license for a Hungarian one. They might drive in Hungary using their home country license till it ends.
Nevertheless, residents who remain in Hungary long-term have the alternative to register their license or
voluntarily exchange it for a Hungarian file.

Non-EU/EEA Citizens (Third-Country Nationals)

For nationals coming from outside the EU/EEA (e.g., the United States, India, China, or the UK post-Brexit), the
guidelines are stricter:

Short-term stays (under 185 days): Visitors can generally drive using their national driving license
accompanied by an International Driving Permit (IDP).

Long-lasting residency (over 185 days): Anyone establishing official residency in Hungary (holding a home
permit) need to eventually convert their foreign license into a Hungarian driving license. Generally, driving on
a non-EU license is permitted for as much as one year from the date of establishing residency before an
exchange becomes necessary.

2. Summary of License Validity and Exchange Rules
To make it much easier to determine your obligations, the following table lays out the requirements based on the
providing country and residency status.

License Origin Length of Stay in Hungary Action Required EU/ EEA Under 185 days None (Use home country
license). EU/ EEA Over 185 days (Long-term) Optional registration or exchange upon expiration. Non-EU/ EEA
Under 185 days Valid nationwide license + International Driving Permit (IDP). Non-EU/ EEA Over 185 days
(Resident) Mandatory conversion to a Hungarian license within the legal timeframe.



3. The Registration and Exchange Process
For those who need to register or exchange their foreign driving license for a Hungarian equivalent, the
procedure is handled through the Government Office ( Kormányablak). https://expresszkártya.com/

Step-by-Step Procedure

1. Get a Medical Certificate: Before going to the government office, candidates should visit a local medical
doctor (family physician or occupational health doctor) to pass a basic fitness-to-drive medical exam.

2. Collect Required Documentation: Ensure all documents is complete and translated into Hungarian if
necessary (main translations by OFFI are usually required for non-English/non-Hungarian documents).

3. Visit the Kormányablak (Government Window): Book a visit online (via the Client Gate/ Ügyfélkapu) or
walk in to send the application.

4. Pay Administrative Fees: Fees differ depending on the particular service (issuance, conversion, or medical
evaluation).

5. Await Production: The physical card is usually mailed to the candidate's Hungarian address within 1 to 3
weeks.

4. Required Documents for License Registration
Preparation is key to a smooth administrative experience at the Hungarian Government Office. Applicants need
to ensure they bring the following products:

Valid Passport or National ID Card: Proof of identity.

Hungarian Address Card ( Lakcímkártya): Proof of legal residency in Hungary.

Existing Driving License: The original foreign license (note that non-EU licenses may be taken and sent back
to the issuing authority upon successful conversion).

Medical Fitness Certificate: Issued by a signed up Hungarian medical professional.

Passport-Sized Photograph: Though pictures are typically taken on-site at the Kormányablak, it is smart to
have one prepared.

Official Translation: For non-EU licenses, an official translation of the driving license might be asked for by
the clerk.

Home Permit: For third-country nationals, proof of legal status in Hungary.

5. Do You Need to Retake the Driving Test?
A typical concern for expatriates is whether they should pass brand-new theoretical and practical driving tests in
Hungary.

EU/EEA License Holders: Never require to retake tests for basic categories (like AM, A, B).

Non-EU/EEA License Holders:

If Hungary has a reciprocal contract with the candidate's home nation (e.g., particular US states,
particular countries with bilateral treaties), the license can often be exchanged without screening.

If no mutual arrangement exists, applicants usually must pass the Hungarian theory test ( KRESZ) and
useful driving test to get a full Hungarian license.



Summary Checklist for Applicants
To make sure nothing is neglected during the Hungarian driving license registration journey, keep this quick list
handy:

Determine your residency status and whether your license falls under EU or non-EU guidelines.

Secure your Hungarian Address Card ( Lakcímkártya).

Set up and pass a medical physical fitness assessment with a local physician.

Collect your passport, residence authorization, and current driving license.

Acquire official Hungarian translations of your files if required.

Book a visit at your regional Kormányablak (Government Office).

Pay the appropriate administrative charges throughout your appointment.

Browsing bureaucratic procedures in a foreign nation can be daunting, but understanding the actions needed for
Hungarian driving license registration makes the shift much smoother. By ensuring your medical check is
complete, gathering the necessary paperwork, and visiting your local Kormányablak prepared, you will be legally
and securely on the road in Hungary in no time. Constantly look for the most up-to-date authorities standards, as
administrative charges and localized rules go through regular updates.


