
RFID Access Control Myths Debunked

RFID access control has become a cornerstone of modern workplace security, yet misconceptions persist. From
worries about hacking to confusion over compatibility and maintenance, myths can cloud good decision-making.
This article separates fact from fiction so organizations can evaluate keycard access systems, key fob entry
systems, and proximity card readers with clarity—whether you’re upgrading a campus-wide solution or
optimizing Southington office access.

Myth 1: RFID Is Easy to Hack, So It’s Insecure The notion that RFID access control is inherently insecure stems
from early, low-frequency systems with limited encryption. Today’s systems typically support secure protocols,
rolling codes, diversified keys, and stronger cryptography, especially when paired with modern readers and
credential management platforms. Electronic door locks combined with secure access control cards can also
enforce multi-factor authentication, e.g., requiring a PIN or mobile credential alongside a card. While no system is
invulnerable, a well-configured setup with current-generation badge access systems significantly reduces risk and
deters opportunistic attacks.

Practical takeaway:



Use encrypted cards and readers with mutual authentication.

Disable legacy credential formats or segregate them on separate readers.

Enforce PIN or mobile MFA on sensitive doors.

Maintain firmware updates on proximity card readers and controllers.

Myth 2: All RFID Cards and Readers Are Interchangeable RFID is a broad category. Frequencies (125 kHz vs 13.56
MHz), protocols (e.g., MIFARE DESFire EV2/EV3), and reader capabilities vary widely. Assuming any access control
cards will work with any reader leads to compatibility issues and security gaps. A newer reader may support both
legacy and high-security credentials for migration, but not all do.

Practical takeaway:

Confirm card-technology support in your readers before buying new employee access credentials.

Standardize across the organization to reduce complexity.

If you must mix technologies, plan an orderly migration path to newer, encrypted credentials.

Myth 3: Key Fob Entry Systems Are Less Secure Than Keycards Fobs get a bad reputation because they’re small
and easy to misplace. However, security depends on the underlying technology, not the form factor. A secure fob
uses the same encrypted chipset as a secure card. In terms of usability, key fob entry systems can actually reduce
tailgating risk because users are less likely to hand them off compared to cards.

Practical takeaway:

Choose fobs and cards with equivalent security features.

Pair form factors with strong credential management—rapidly revoke lost fobs and automate expiration
dates.

Myth 4: RFID Systems Encourage Tailgating Tailgating is a people problem, not a technology inevitability. Keycard
access systems and badge access systems can mitigate tailgating when configured with door-held-open alerts,
turnstiles, anti-passback rules, and camera integrations. Training and policy enforcement are crucial. Encourage a
“no piggybacking” culture and complement technology with design (e.g., vestibules) to reduce unauthorized
entry.

Practical takeaway:

Install door position sensors and alarm on door-held conditions.

Use turnstiles or mantraps for sensitive zones.

Provide awareness training and signage at high-traffic doors.

Myth 5: RFID Access Control Is Expensive to Maintain Compared to physical keys (which require rekeying locks
when lost), electronic door locks with RFID offer longer-term savings. Credential re-issuance is quick and
inexpensive, and changes can be centralized through software. Cloud-managed systems reduce on-premises
server costs and streamline updates. Over time, the operational efficiency of proximity card readers and
centralized credential management often outweighs upfront costs.

Practical takeaway:

Calculate total cost of ownership, not just initial purchase price.

Use lifecycle planning: standardize hardware and consolidate vendors.

Automate reporting and auditing to reduce administrative overhead.



Myth 6: Mobile Credentials Make Cards Obsolete Mobile credentials are rising, but they don’t eliminate the value
of access control cards. Many organizations deploy a hybrid approach—cards, fobs, and mobile—to
accommodate visitor management, gloves-on environments, and device-free zones. Multi-credential readers
protect investments, while policy can dictate which credential types are required for certain doors.

Practical takeaway:

Choose readers that support mobile plus physical credentials.

Define risk-based policies: e.g., mobile + PIN for server rooms; card-only for low-risk doors.

Maintain a small stock of temporary cards for contractors and visitors.

Myth 7: RFID Data Is a Privacy Nightmare Access logs record door events, not personal content. Properly
governed badge access systems can meet privacy standards through minimization, role-based access, and
retention policies. Transparent communication and clear access audits can satisfy compliance needs in regulated
industries.

Practical takeaway:

Implement least-privilege admin roles and immutable audit trails.

Set log retention aligned with legal requirements.

Inform employees how data is used and for how long.

Myth 8: Upgrading Means Replacing Everything Modern systems offer phased migrations. Multi-technology
proximity card readers can read older cards while introducing secure credentials over time. Many existing
electronic door locks can be reused with new controllers or readers. A structured plan reduces disruption and
spreads costs.

Practical takeaway:

Conduct a site survey to assess reusability of locks, cabling, and panels.

Prioritize high-risk areas for early upgrade.

Pilot new credentials with a small group before full rollout.

Myth 9: RFID Is Only for Big Enterprises Small and mid-sized businesses, including those seeking Southington
office access improvements, can deploy scalable systems. Entry-level controllers, cloud dashboards, and off-the-
shelf readers make it feasible to start small and expand. Templates for employee access credentials, visitor flows,
and door schedules reduce setup time.

Practical takeaway:

Start with critical doors; expand as needs grow.

Use cloud-managed controllers to avoid server complexity.

Leverage integrations with HR systems for automatic provisioning.

Best Practices to Strengthen Your RFID Program

Standardize credentials: Adopt encrypted cards or fobs with diversified keys across all doors.

Harden the edge: Ensure readers, panels, and electronic door locks run current firmware and are network
segmented.

Tighten credential management: Enforce expiration, immediate revocation for departures, and photo ID on
badges where appropriate.

Audit regularly: Review logs, test failover, and simulate lost-card scenarios.



Train users: Reinforce policy on tailgating, reporting lost badges, and secure handling of employee access
credentials.

Planning a Southington Office Access Upgrade If you’re modernizing a Southington office access environment,
begin with an assessment of existing badge access systems, reader technologies, and door hardware. Identify
which doors require higher assurance (e.g., finance, labs, server rooms) and match them to stronger policies like
card + PIN. Consider proximity card readers that support both legacy and modern credentials to ease transition.
Finally, confirm your vendor’s roadmap for updates and support, ensuring your investment stays secure and
compatible.

Questions https://lynxsystems.net/services/ and Answers

Q1: Do I need to replace all my readers to move to secure credentials? A1: Not necessarily. Many multi-
technology readers can read legacy and secure cards. Plan a phased migration: deploy new readers at critical
doors first, issue new access control cards, and retire legacy credentials over time.

Q2: What’s the best way to handle lost or stolen credentials? A2: Use centralized credential management to
immediately revoke access, issue temporary replacements, and log the event. Pair with strong visitor and
contractor processes to avoid gaps.

Q3: Are key fob entry systems less reliable than cards? A3: Reliability is similar when using the same chipset and
quality standards. Choose ruggedized fobs for harsh environments and implement the same security settings as
with cards.

Q4: How can I reduce tailgating without adding turnstiles? A4: Combine door-held-open alerts, camera prompts,
signage, and user training. Anti-passback rules and random checks at peak times also help.

Q5: What should a small office prioritize first? A5: Start with critical exterior doors using secure proximity card
readers and electronic door locks, standardize employee access credentials, and set clear policies for badge
lifecycle. Expand to interior zones as needs evolve.
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