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How to Get an Irish Driving Licence: The Ultimate Step-by-Step Guide
Securing an Irish driving licence is a considerable milestone. Whether a person is a young person excited for self-
reliance or a newcomer browsing Ireland's transport system, the process needs perseverance, commitment, and
stringent adherence to the rules set by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service
(NDLS).

While the journey from a student permit to a complete driving licence might appear daunting initially glimpse,
simplifying into workable phases makes the process straightforward. This detailed guide outlines everything one
needs to understand about acquiring an Irish driving licence.

Stage 1: Applying for the Learner Permit
Before anybody can lawfully drive on Irish roads, they must first obtain a Learner Permit. Avoiding this step is
illegal and brings extreme penalties.

Prerequisites for a Learner Permit

Age: The minimum age for a car (Category B) learner permit in Ireland is 17.

Theory Test: Applicants should pass the Driver Theory Test before they can request their learner license.

Step-by-Step Application Process

1. Pass the Driver Theory Test: Book and pass a computer-based test covering guidelines of the roadway,
roadway signs, and threat understanding.

2. Gather Documentation:

Completed student permit application (signed by a medical professional if medical reports are required).

Evidence of identity (e.g., valid passport).

Evidence of residency in Ireland.

Evidence of PPS number (Public Services Card).

The proper cost.

3. Book an NDLS Appointment: Applicants must schedule a consultation at their local National Driver Licence
Service (NDLS) centre to have their photo and signature captured.

Phase 2: Essential Training and Driving Lessons
Once the Learner Permit arrives in the post, the learner is lawfully permitted to drive, supplied they display L-
plates clearly on the front and rear of the car and are accompanied by a totally certified motorist at all times.

Vital Driver Training (EDT)

In Ireland, learner vehicle chauffeurs (Category B) should complete an obligatory course of 12 one-hour lessons
with an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).



Each lesson follows a particular curriculum laid out in the EDT logbook.

Instructors upload lesson completions to the RSA portal.

While 12 lessons are obligatory, students are strongly motivated to practice between lessons with an
experienced sponsor.

EDT Lesson Number Focus Area Lesson 1 Controls and security checks Lesson 2 Proper placing 1 Lesson 3
Altering equipments Lesson 4 Development at junctions Lesson 5 Appropriate usage of mirrors and clearance
Lesson 6 Anticipation and observation Lesson 7 Reversing Lesson 8 Turn in the road (three-point turn) Lesson 9
Sloping starts (hill starts) Lesson 10 Traffic management Lesson 11 Combining driving skills Lesson 12 Overall
driving competence and review

Stage 3: The Waiting Period and Practicing
Ireland imposes a strict six-month waiting guideline. From the date a student permit is issued, an applicant
must wait a minimum of six months before they are lawfully allowed to sit the driving test.

Throughout this compulsory waiting period, students need to:

Complete all 12 EDT lessons.

Log substantial driving hours in different weather and traffic conditions.

Study the Rules of the Road handbook completely.

Phase 4: Booking and Passing the Driving Test
When the six-month waiting period is over and the EDT logbook is completely completed, the student is all set to
take on the useful driving test.

How to Book the Test

1. Go To the RSA (Road Safety Authority) site.

2. Produce an account or log in.

3. Select an available test date and centre. (Wait times can differ significantly depending upon the test centre
area).

What Happens on the Day of the Test?

The practical driving test lasts approximately 40 minutes and assesses the driver's capability to manage the
automobile securely and properly.

Lorry Check: The tester will ask concerns about lorry security (the "reveal me, tell me" checks) under the
bonnet and inside the car.

Technical Check: Hand signals and examining indicators/brake lights.

Practical Drive: Driving on various road types, carrying out a reverse around a corner, and carrying out a
turn-in-the-road.

Tip: The most common factors for failing the Irish driving test consist of bad observation at junctions, inaccurate
placing on the road, and failure to progress when it is safe to do so.

Phase 5: Upgrading to the Full Driving Licence



Passing the driving test is a cause for event, but it does not mean the process is entirely ended up. The tester will
provide Full Irish Driving Licence a Certificate of Competency.

To get the actual full driving licence, the applicant needs to:

1. Book an appointment with the NDLS (or use online via NDLS.ie utilizing a Public Services Card and a
validated MyGovID).

2. Submit the Certificate of Competency (should be presented within two years of passing).

3. Give up the existing learner permit.

4. Pay the licence charge.

Charges Associated with the Process

Budgeting for a driving licence includes several distinct expenses. Below is an overview of the common
expenditures involved:

Service/ Item Estimated Cost (Euros) Driver Theory Test EUR45.00 Learner Permit Application EUR35.00 EDT
Driving Lessons (x12) EUR500.00-- EUR700.00 (varies by ADI) Driving Test Fee EUR85.00 Full Driving Licence
(10-year) EUR55.00

Keep in mind: Prices undergo change by regulatory bodies.

Important Rules for New Drivers
When the full driving licence is protected, new chauffeurs need to still follow specific regulations in Ireland:

N-Plates: For the very first two years after passing the driving test, drivers must show amber N-plates
(Novice) on the front and back of their automobile. Failing to do so can lead to charge points.

Alcohol Limits: New motorists go through a lower blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit of 20mg per
100ml of blood (compared to 50mg for knowledgeable drivers).

Penalty Points System: Accumulating 7 penalty points within a three-year duration leads to disqualification
for newbie motorists (compared to 12 points for experienced motorists).

Final Thoughts
Getting an Irish driving licence needs a structured approach, financial investment, and commitment to safety. By
following the roadmap-- from passing the theory test and completing EDT lessons to passing the practical exam-
- new drivers will not just earn their flexibility on the roadway however will also establish the skills necessary to
browse Ireland's roads securely and confidently. Safe driving!

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/

