
Short answer: A five-round fight can give Arman Tsarukyan more opportunities to make his wrestling matter, but
“more time” is not the same as “automatic advantage.” The longer format also gives Mauricio Ruffy more time to
find a read, land a damaging shot, and make Tsarukyan pay for a bad entry. For bettors, the useful question is not
simply who is more likely to win. It is whether the price accurately reflects each fighter’s chances.

That distinction separates value betting from picking winners. A wrestler can be the likelier winner and still be a
poor moneyline bet if the odds demand a higher win probability than you believe he has. A dangerous striker can
be an underdog worth considering without being the likeliest winner. Before choosing a side, convert the price to
implied probability, account for the sportsbook’s vig, and decide whether the number offers enough return for the
risk.

This is a matchup analysis, not a claim that any particular line is available or current. Sportsbook prices move, and
fight details should be checked against official event information. LowKickMMA can help with fight and event
coverage; TheRX’s offshore sportsbook guide is a resource for understanding sportsbook considerations. Neither
replaces checking the current rules, bout status, and price at the book you actually use.

Why Five Rounds Can Help a Wrestler
Tsarukyan’s clearest route is not mysterious: close distance, create wrestling exchanges, and make Ruffy defend the
takedown threat. Tsarukyan’s wrestling and grappling can turn a striking contest into a sequence of defensive
problems. Ruffy may have to widen his stance, keep his hips ready, and think about underhooks or the fence
instead of setting his feet to throw.

That threat can matter even when a takedown does not land. A credible shot can interrupt combinations, force a
striker to reset, or make him hesitate before attacking. In a five-round fight, those small effects can accumulate.
Tsarukyan has more time to test entries, change levels, connect a takedown to a clinch, and revisit a successful
sequence after Ruffy has shown how he responds.

This is the logic behind round banking. A fighter does not have to dominate every minute to build a winning
scorecard. A successful takedown, positional control, and a few minutes of top pressure may help secure a round,
depending on the impact and effectiveness of the work. More rounds create more chances to bank rounds



through repeatable wrestling—not a guarantee that every takedown earns a frame, or that judges will value
control over damaging strikes.

Five rounds also offer a wrestler time to adjust. If the first attempts are stuffed, Tsarukyan can change his level,
work behind feints, look for a body lock, or use the fence rather than forcing the same shot. That adaptability is
one reason a longer fight may suit a wrestler who can maintain pace and keep making the opponent defend.

Why Five Rounds Can Also Help Ruffy
The longer format cuts both ways. Ruffy is not simply waiting for the clock to run out. Each extra round gives him
more opportunities to land cleanly, discourage entries, or make Tsarukyan cautious. A striker who can hurt an
opponent has a way to disrupt a wrestler’s plan that does not depend on winning every exchange. One well-timed
strike can change the risk calculation on the next takedown attempt.

There is also a fatigue question. Wrestling is demanding, especially when shots are resisted and clinch battles are
prolonged. If Tsarukyan has to work hard for each takedown, his cardio and takedowns become linked variables:
the more energy he spends getting to position, the more important it is that he can keep repeating the process.
Conversely, Ruffy may spend energy defending. Neither fighter’s conditioning can be reduced to a generic rule
that the wrestler fades or the striker does.

Ruffy’s ideal adjustments might include maintaining distance, punishing entries, getting back to his feet quickly,
and making Tsarukyan pay for predictable approaches. If he can force the wrestler to reset often, the fifth round
could be less about Tsarukyan adding another banked round and more about whether he still has the timing and
energy to impose his preferred fight.

Round Banking Is Not the Same as Winning a Bet
Round banking is a useful way to think about the matchup, but it is not a betting market or a scorecard promise.
A bettor needs to consider how Tsarukyan’s likely route connects to the actual wager. A moneyline bet asks who
wins the fight, not lowkickmma who lands more takedowns or controls more minutes. A fighter can bank rounds
and still lose if the opponent produces a decisive finish or the judges weigh damage differently.

Likewise, a five-round fight does not automatically make an over bet attractive. More scheduled time can create
more opportunity for a late finish, but it can also give a durable fighter room to survive, recover, and extend the
contest. The number of rounds on the schedule is only one part of the evaluation. The likely pace, damage,
defensive skills, and available odds matter too.

https://www.lowkickmma.com/ufc-331-odds-how-to-bet-joshua-van-vs-alexandre-pantoja-and-arman-tsarukyan-vs-mauricio-ruffy/


Convert the Moneyline Before You Pick a Side
American odds translate into a break-even implied probability before the sportsbook’s margin is removed. For a
negative price, divide the absolute odds by the absolute odds plus 100. For a positive price, divide 100 by the
odds plus 100.

Hypothetical American odds Break-even implied probability What the number means Tsarukyan -200 66.7% He
needs to win more than roughly two-thirds of the time for this price to show value, before adjusting for vig. Ruffy
+170 37.0% The underdog needs to win more than roughly 37% of the time for the price to be favorable, before
adjusting for vig.

These are illustrative prices, not a report of current odds. The two implied probabilities add to more than 100%,
which is typical of a market carrying vig. That overround is the sportsbook’s built-in margin. It means the raw
break-even percentages should not be treated as a clean estimate of each fighter’s true chance.

For a simple two-way market, you can estimate a no-vig probability by dividing each side’s implied probability by
the total implied probability for both sides. That is not a perfect method—books can price markets differently—but
it gives a clearer view of the market’s baseline than reading a single price alone.

Value Betting Versus Picking Winners
Suppose you believe Tsarukyan wins 70% of the time. At a hypothetical -200, the raw break-even probability is
about 66.7%, so your estimate would suggest a small edge before considering the margin and uncertainty in your
own handicap. At a much shorter price, the same estimated win probability could make the bet unattractive. A
favorite can be the most likely winner and still be the wrong bet.

Now suppose you make Ruffy’s chance 40%. At a hypothetical +170, that estimate is above the raw break-even
point of about 37%. That does not mean the underdog is “the pick” with confidence. It means the price could be
worth evaluating if your estimate is well-supported and the number is genuinely available. Your assessment might
be wrong, and the market may be accounting for details you have missed.

That is why I keep a running note of opening line versus fight-week line. The movement is context: it can reflect
new information, changing demand, limits, or a bookmaker’s effort to balance risk. It does not prove the winner. A



line moving toward Tsarukyan may indicate that bettors or bookmakers are assigning more probability to him, but
it does not establish that his takedowns will work or that Ruffy’s defense will fail.

How to Read Line Movement Without Chasing It
Start by recording the opening price, then compare it with the price at the time you are considering a bet. Ask
what changed. Was there a credible update about the bout, a weigh-in concern, a widely circulated training clip, or
simply a shift in market action? If you cannot identify a reason, do not invent one. A market move is evidence that
the market’s price changed—not a guarantee that new information is accurate or meaningful.

Also compare prices across books. If one sportsbook offers a better return on the same side, that difference
matters. As bettors like to put it: same fighter, same fight, less return is a bad trade unless you have a specific
reason to accept the worse price. Shop the number, while understanding that the best available price may depend
on limits, location, account access, and the rules of the book.

Beware of letting the movement make your decision for you. If Tsarukyan opens at one price and shortens
significantly, you may have missed the best number—or the market may have moved too far. Chasing a favorite
because the line is moving is just another way to bet a name instead of a number.

Moneyline Discipline: When to Bet and When to Pass
A disciplined bettor does not need action on every main event. The moneyline is worth considering only when
your estimated probability is higher than the market’s fair break-even requirement by enough to justify
uncertainty. In a close technical matchup, that edge may be difficult to establish. Passing is a real decision, not a
failure to pick a winner.

Before betting, ask:

What is the current price at more than one sportsbook?

What implied probability does that price require?

How much of the price reflects vig?

Does the five-round format genuinely improve one fighter’s likely route, or does it simply sound favorable?

Can Tsarukyan repeat his wrestling entries, and can Ruffy make him pay for them?

Is the potential edge large enough to withstand uncertainty about judging, cardio, and fight-night execution?

If the answers are mostly guesses, pass. If you have a clear estimate and the available number is worse than your
minimum acceptable price, pass again. A strong opinion does not require a wager.

What to Watch in the Fight
The first round can offer useful evidence, although one round should not overturn a careful pre-fight assessment
by itself. Watch whether Tsarukyan gets to the hips cleanly, connects his first attempt to a second action, and
holds position after the takedown. A single stuffed shot is not proof that the wrestling is gone; one successful
takedown is not proof that the matchup is solved.

For Ruffy, look for whether he can maintain his preferred range without giving up the fence, whether he recognizes
entries early, and whether his offense deters Tsarukyan rather than merely scoring in open space. Note how
quickly he returns to his feet if taken down. For both fighters, track the cost of each exchange: who is spending
energy, who is recovering between bursts, and whether the pace changes as the rounds pass.



These details help explain the fight, but they do not automatically create a live-betting edge. In-play prices can
move quickly, and a few visible exchanges may already be reflected in the odds. This reminds me of something
that happened was shocked by the final bill.. Do not mistake a compelling moment for a reliable estimate of the
remaining win probability.

So, Does Five Rounds Favor the Wrestler?
It can favor Tsarukyan if he can repeatedly reach his wrestling, make the clinch and takedown threat shape Ruffy’s
striking, and sustain that work across the full distance. The added rounds create more chances for adjustments
and round banking. But five rounds also give Ruffy more time to land a damaging counter, make Tsarukyan’s
entries expensive, and exploit any decline in pace.

The format is a tactical factor, not a betting conclusion. Start with the price, convert it to implied probability,
account for the vig, and compare that threshold with your own estimate. Check the opening line against fight-
week pricing, but do not treat movement as proof. And if the moneyline asks you to pay more than the matchup
is worth, leave it alone.

The wrestler may be more likely to win. The bettor still has to decide whether the number is good. Those are
different questions—and the second one is where moneyline discipline begins.


