When people ask about slip resistance with Bolon flooring, they are usually asking two overlapping questions. The
first is technical: how does the surface behave in wet or contaminated conditions. The second is practical: how will

the flooring perform after months of real cleaning, real traffic, and real spills.

Bolon is often specified in commercial and high-traffic environments because it delivers a dense, consistent surface
and strong design value. That said, slip safety is never just about the product label. It is about the whole system:
the finish and surface profile, the way the floor is cleaned, the types bolon of footwear in the building, and what

kind of moisture or contamination is most likely to land on the surface.

This is why “meets X standard” rarely tells the full story on its own. In the field, | have seen floors rated for slip
resistance in controlled lab conditions perform differently once soap residue, floor polishes, oils from kitchens, or
repeated wet mopping enter the picture. If your goal is safety, you need to treat slip resistance as something you
manage across the project lifecycle.

What slip resistance actually depends on

Slip resistance is influenced by friction at the contact point, plus the ability of a surface to avoid forming a
continuous lubricating film. A woven or textured surface can help by breaking up water films, but it can also trap

residue if maintenance is inconsistent.
With textile-like or patterned surfaces, the details matter:

* Surface texture: Small changes in embossing, weave density, or top-layer finish can shift traction.

® \Water behavior: Some floors shed water quickly, while others retain a thin film, especially where there is
texture and dirt buildup.

® Contamination type: Water is only one variable. Oil, grease, detergent, and disinfectant residues can reduce

friction even when the surface looks clean.

* Maintenance approach: The same floor can feel grippier with the right detergent and worse after over-dilution,

rinse issues, or incompatible cleaners.

One reason | emphasize this is because many safety conversations get stuck on the wrong variable. Teams often
want a single “slip rating” number to carry them through. In reality, two spaces with identical flooring can have

different outcomes simply because one has better matting and faster spill response.

The baseline: start with the right testing standard for your use case

Slip resistance standards vary by region and by how the test simulates real risk. You will commonly see approaches
based on dynamic friction, pendulum testing, or classification systems that separate dry and wet behavior,

sometimes with defined contaminants.

The main practical takeaway is simple: choose the test method that matches your risk profile and local compliance
requirements, then verify the flooring's performance against that method using the manufacturer's

documentation.

For Bolon specifically, the most defensible path is to request the slip resistance information from the manufacturer
or distributor for your exact product line and backing. Roll widths and visual patterns can be similar across
collections, but the surface and backing systems may not be identical, so it's not safe to assume one dataset

covers every version.


http://query.nytimes.com/search/sitesearch/?action=click&contentCollection&region=TopBar&WT.nav=searchWidget&module=SearchSubmit&pgtype=Homepage#/bolon

If you are working with a spec team or facilities group, ask for:

® The applicable slip resistance test method and the reported results
* Any separate ratings for wet conditions and for contaminants (if provided)

® The intended use category the manufacturer associates with that flooring system

When you review those documents, also look at what the manufacturer says about cleaning chemicals and
maintenance, because this can be the difference between a compliant installation and a safety issue six months

later.

Wet risk is not just “wet”

A lot of wet-slippery problems are really contamination problems in disguise. Water pools can reduce traction, but
the higher-risk scenario is usually water mixed with something else: soap residue from frequent washdowns, floor

strippers, kitchen oils aerosolized and tracked in, or disinfectant solutions that are not fully removed.

In bathrooms, wet risk often comes from a cycle of moisture plus human movement, then drying time that does
not always match cleaning schedules. In entrances and corridors, risk often comes from tracked rainwater mixed
with road grit. The grit is abrasive, which sometimes helps traction, but it can also create a paste-like film when

combined with detergents.

Bolon flooring is textured, which can offer friction benefits in some conditions. But texture also increases the
chance of residue embedding if cleaning is too aggressive or too inconsistent. If you are evaluating slip safety,
don't just check “wet rating.” Ask how the surface behaves after typical maintenance, and how it looks when it has

been used for a few weeks without perfect cleaning.

Footwear, traffic, and the reality of shoe soles

Slip resistance in the real world is heavily shaped by the footwear mix and the shoe sole condition. A surface that

feels safe under one type of sole can behave differently under another.

High-heel traffic can change the pressure distribution, creating smaller contact patches and higher shear at the
edge of the heel. Smooth soles on shoes, the kind that look “clean” but polish under use, can slide more easily on
many floors. Even within the same building, the risk can shift by zone. Lobbies often receive wet and grit loads,
hallways can become transitional areas where residue is transferred, and rooms near service areas can have

different contamination patterns.
If you have access to site-specific info, think through where the worst case is most likely to be:

® Exterior entries during rain or snow melt

Kitchen-adjacent corridors where grease aerosols can settle

® Wet process areas with frequent cleaning

Areas where disinfectants are used heavily, especially if rinsing is inconsistent

When the footwear mix includes working shoes or healthcare clogs, the soles can be relatively grippy when dry,
but wet disinfection cycles can still leave a thin residue film. That residue is often overlooked because the floor

looks visibly clean.

The cleaning program is the safety program



A safe slip outcome depends on maintenance practices that preserve the surface’s intended friction characteristics.
For textured or patterned flooring, “cleaning” is not a single action. It is a sequence: pre-cleaning, wash, dwell time
(if used), proper dilution, mechanical action where appropriate, and thorough rinsing or neutralization when the

product requires it.
Two common maintenance failures drive slip issues:

First, chemical mismatch. If the cleaning product is not compatible with the flooring system, it can leave a film that
reduces friction. Second, technique mismatch. Even compatible chemicals can reduce traction if dilution is off, if the

mop is too saturated and leaves a continuous film, or if residue is not rinsed away when required.
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This is where facilities teams often need clear guidance, not just “use a neutral cleaner.” The “neutral” claim can be
technically true and still insufficient if the exact formulation matters. If you are managing a rollout, consider
running a short verification period after installation. Observe how the floor behaves after cleaning, then after it has

dried. Pay attention to how it feels when staff first walks in after mopping. That first hour can be a clue.

If you can coordinate with the installer and the manufacturer, ask whether Bolon’s maintenance guidance includes

specifics on:

Cleaner types and exclusions

Whether rinsing is required for certain products

How often to deep clean versus routine maintenance

* Any recommended floor finishes or whether finishing is prohibited

Even if finishes are not used, residues can still accumulate from detergents, especially in high-traffic zones. Over
time, that changes friction behavior. This is why slip safety should be revisited as part of preventive maintenance

planning, not treated as a one-time check.

Matting and entrance design: the quiet multiplier

Slip safety starts before people step on the flooring. Entrance mats and walk-off systems can be a major part of
risk reduction by limiting tracked moisture and grit. They also protect the textured surface from becoming loaded

with a slurry layer.

| have seen installations where the flooring itself was perfectly acceptable, but the entrance design drove problems.
In those cases, the mat coverage was too short, mat frames were uneven, or there were gaps where people
stepped around. The result was localized slickness in predictable spots, which then became the "known hazard”

that everyone navigated by instinct.
If your project includes high-risk entries, treat matting as a safety feature:

* Ensure sufficient mat length and correct placement so people walk across it, not around it
* Maintain mat condition, replace worn or curling sections, and keep frames stable

* Coordinate cleaning of mats, because dirty mats become reservoirs for residue and moisture

It is not glamorous work, but it is often the quickest path to reducing slip incidents without changing the flooring.

Transition points: the overlooked slip hotspots

Even when the floor area is safe, transitions are where incidents happen. Changes in elevation, hard borders, and

interruptions in surface texture can concentrate risk.



Examples include:

® Door thresholds where footwear changes speed and the floor may be damp longer
® |ouvered openings or drainage zones where cleaning can leave films

® Junctions between Bolon and other flooring types, especially if there is a step or a different texture profile

Because Bolon is installed with seams and edges depending on system design, workmanship matters. A seam that
has a slight lip can affect traction, and adhesives or edge details can hold moisture if the detailing is not
appropriate. During installation, inspect not just visual https://www.floorcoveringweekly.com/main/topnews/bolon-
expands-elements-collection-with-new-colors-43601 alignment but also how the floor feels underfoot and how it

behaves when lightly wet.

If you are doing a safety-focused acceptance walk, bring someone who pays attention to how soles interact with

surfaces. A small unevenness can be a bigger risk than you would expect.

Designing for compliance without overpromising

There is a temptation to treat slip resistance as a guarantee. That is not realistic. Slip incidents involve human

behavior, footwear variability, and contamination events that do not repeat perfectly.

What you can do, though, is design a defensible safety position. That means aligning product data, installation

quality, and maintenance practices with the intended environment.

A helpful way to think about it is "expected use” rather than "best case.” If your project includes bathrooms, you
plan for regular wetting. If it includes corridors near break rooms, you plan for occasional detergent aerosols. If it

includes schools or care facilities, you plan for spills and delayed cleanups.

To keep expectations grounded, ask the manufacturer or supplier for guidance on any limitations in their slip
documentation. Sometimes the provided results apply to specific conditions or specific cleaning approaches.

Ignoring those limitations is how safety claims become misleading.

Practical risk assessment: a field approach

When | review a flooring spec for slip safety, | start with scenario mapping rather than just product ratings. | ask:

where will the worst combination of moisture and contamination occur, and how often?
Then | look at mitigation layers. For example, in a commercial building:

® entrance behavior determines how much water and grit arrives on the soles

¢ cleaning frequency and chemical choice determines whether residues build up

® matting and signage determine whether people slow down in risky areas

® maintenance response times determine whether spills become hazards for hours

You can make this even more concrete by using actual incident patterns if the building already exists. Even simple

clues like “this hallway always has wet mopping marks” can point to a cleaning technique that reduces traction.

The goal is to avoid surprise. If you do the assessment early, you can adjust maintenance training, matting layout,

or cleaning chemicals before the floor becomes a recurring complaint.

Bolon installation and workmanship considerations that affect traction
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Slip resistance is often discussed at the material level, but installation details can change surface performance.
Workmanship impacts not only appearance but also how the floor sheds moisture and how residues behave in

seams.
Pay attention to:

® Seam alignment and whether there are any raised edges at transitions

* Adhesive type and application method, because residual adhesive films can change local friction

Edge detailing, particularly where water can collect
* Correct curing time before the flooring is put back into service

Even if the product meets a specified slip rating, a poor installation can create micro-high spots that encourage

slipping, especially when the floor is wet.

If you are the one signing off on safety, treat installation as part of compliance, not separate from it. The difference
between “installed” and “safe” can be as basic as smoothing, sealing where required by the system, and ensuring

the floor is ready for its cleaning cycle.

What to verify during the acceptance walk
An acceptance walk should not be only visual. If slip safety is a priority, you want a tactile and practical check.

Consider a focused walk that looks at how the floor behaves in the first minutes after cleaning and how it feels
across expected traffic lines. You do not need to simulate every possible spill. You do need to catch installation and

detailing issues that change traction.

Here is a short checklist of what | would confirm with the installer and facilities team, especially for wet-prone
zones:

* Are there any raised seams, lips, or ridges along the main traffic path?

* Does the surface look and feel consistent across transitions and borders?

® |s the entrance mat system properly installed and sized so people walk on it?

® Are the maintenance procedures clear, including dilution and rinse requirements?

* Are high-risk areas identified for faster spill response and targeted cleaning?

If any of these items is unclear at handover, slip safety becomes a gamble.

Managing slip risk over time, not just at handover

Even the best surface can become risky if maintenance drifts. Cleaning schedules evolve. Staff turnover happens.
Suppliers change products. “We use what is available” is a common reality in many facilities, and it can create

problems when chemical formulas differ.
A safer approach is to lock down maintenance inputs and train people on why they matter. That includes:

® the exact approved cleaner types and any disallowed chemicals
e dilution targets and how to verify them
* mop care practices (for example, how dirty water gets carried from zone to zone)

® drying time expectations after wet cleaning



Some facilities underestimate the value of periodic audits. A simple check can catch early changes, such as floors
becoming more slippery after deep cleans or changing feel over several weeks. If you have a history of slip
complaints, trend them by location and season. That is where you often find the cleaning pattern that created the

risk.

Edge cases that deserve extra attention

There are a few scenario types that often need special handling because they amplify risk beyond typical wet

conditions.

First is “wet and dirty,” where water carries grime and turns into a thin slurry. Second is “wet and soapy,” where
detergents and disinfectants leave a residue film. Third is “wet and delayed,” where spills sit long enough for

residue to set, then get scrubbed later, potentially spreading contamination.

In those edge cases, the fix might not be a different floor. It can be matting improvements, signage and staff
training, and a clear protocol for spill response. The flooring is still a contributor, but it is usually only one layer in

the chain.

If your building has these conditions, consider engaging both the manufacturer and facilities leadership early. The
manufacturer can often clarify what contaminants and cleaning approaches are compatible, and they can guide

toward maintenance practices that preserve friction.

Questions to ask before you rely on slip ratings

You can save time and reduce risk by asking the right questions. Here is a focused set that helps keep everyone

aligned:

® Which slip resistance test method applies, and what conditions were used?
® Are results provided for both wet and dry scenarios?

* Does the rating assume a specific cleaning or no-floor-finish condition?

* Are there any exclusions for certain chemicals or maintenance methods?

* What maintenance and care guidance should facilities follow to preserve the intended performance?

When these questions are answered clearly, you can write specifications that are safer in practice, not only on

paper.

Final thoughts on safety culture for Bolon flooring

Slip resistance is a shared responsibility. Designers and specifiers can choose a product with documented
performance, but facilities teams deliver the day-to-day friction through cleaning choices, response times, and
matting management. Installers contribute through workmanship and detailing. Then occupants add

unpredictability through footwear, spills, and traffic flow.

Bolon flooring can be a strong option in commercial environments, especially when maintenance is treated as part
of the product performance, not an afterthought. When you plan for the actual sources of slipperiness, you end up
with a safety outcome that feels consistent to the people using the space, not just a rating that looks good during

procurement.

If you are working on a specific project, the fastest path forward is to gather the manufacturer’s slip resistance

documentation for your exact product and finish, then cross-check it against your cleaning program and the



building’s wet risk scenarios. That combination, done early, is what turns slip resistance from a spec detail into real,

everyday safety.



