Hungarian Driving License Agency: 11 Thing You're Forgetting To Do

Navigating the Hungarian Driving License Agency: A Complete Guide
for Expats and Residents

Securing or exchanging a driving license in a foreign nation can frequently seem like navigating a bureaucratic
maze. In Hungary, the procedure is centralized, extremely controlled, and surprisingly effective-- supplied one
knows where to go and what documents to bring. The primary authority accountable for providing, renewing,
and exchanging driving licenses in Hungary is the National Directorate-General for Aliens Policing (Orszagos
Idegenrendészeti Féigazgatosag) in cooperation with the federal government client service offices referred to as

Kormanyablak (Government Windows).

Whether you are a newly shown up expat looking to exchange your foreign license, a trainee wishing to discover
from scratch, or a resident requiring a renewal, comprehending how the Hungarian driving license agency runs is

important. This thorough guide breaks down whatever you require to understand.

1. Where to Go: The Kormanyablak System

While the overarching authority handles lorry registration and central driving records, daily interactions for
citizens and locals occur at the Kormanyablak (Government Windows). These are one-stop-shop administrative

offices situated throughout Budapest and every major Hungarian town.

What Services Does the Kormanyablak Offer?

® |Issuing new national and global driving licenses.
® Exchanging EU and non-EU driving licenses.

® Renewing ended licenses (topic to medical clearance).

Changing lost, stolen, or damaged cards.

2. Classifications of License Applicants

The course to getting a Hungarian driving license depends completely on one's starting point. The administrative

requirements vary for 3 main groups:

1. First-Time Drivers: Individuals who have never held a license and needs to complete driving school (

Autosiskola), pass a theory examination, and pass a useful driving test.
2. EU/EEA License Holders: Individuals who hold a valid license issued by an EU or EEA member state.

3. Non-EU License Holders: Individuals holding licenses from countries outside the EU/EEA (e.g., USA, Canada,
UK, India, China).

Summary of Requirements by Category

Candidate Category Theory/Practical Exam Required? Medical Certificate Required? Exchange Timeframe Newbie
Driver Yes (Mandatory classes + tests) Yes N/A (Issued upon passing) EU/EEA License Holder No Only upon
typical expiration Optional (Valid till expiration, or voluntary exchange) Non-EU License Holder Typically Yes

(Theory & & Practice, unless a reciprocity agreement exists) Yes Within 1 year of establishing residency



3. Step-by-Step Guides for Common Procedures

Procedure A: Exchanging a Non-EU Driving License

If an individual moves to Hungary from a non-EU nation, they are usually allowed to utilize their initial license
(along with an International Driving Permit) for up to one year from the date they get their Hungarian residency

card ( Lakcimkdrtya). After that year, the license must be exchanged for a Hungarian one.
Actions to follow:
1. Obtain a Medical Certificate: Visit a family doctor (GP) in Hungary to pass a standard fitness-to-drive

medical checkup.

2. Translate the License (if required): Obtain an official translation of the foreign driving license from OFFI

(The Hungarian Office for Translation and Attestation).

3. Pass the Exams (if relevant): Unless Hungary has a particular bilateral exchange agreement with the
releasing country, the candidate must pass the computer-based theory examination ( KRESZ) and the

practical driving test.

4. Visit the Kormanyablak: Bring all required files to use officially.

Procedure B: Renewing an Expired License

Driving licenses for standard categories (AM, A1, A2, A, B, B+E) are generally valid for 10 years for more youthful

drivers, with credibility decreasing as the driver ages (requiring more regular medical checks).
Needed Documents for Renewal:

e Valid ID card or Passport.
e Hungarian Address Card ( Lakcimkdrtya).
® The current/expiring driving license.

* A legitimate medical certificate provided by a Hungarian medical professional validating physical fitness to

drive.

® Evidence of payment of the administrative cost (generally paid via charge card or stamp at the

Kormanyablak).

4. Vital Checklist for Kormanyablak Appointments

To ensure a smooth journey to the federal government workplace, applicants ought to prepare the following
documents ahead of time:

¢ Valid Passport or National ID Card

® Hungarian Address Card ( Lakcimkdrtya) and Residence Permit (if relevant)

e Current Driving License (if relevant, plus official OFFI translation if non-EU/non-English)

* Medical Certificate of Fitness ( Orvosi alkalmassdgi igazolds)

® Proof of legal remain in Hungary (minimum 185 days residency requirement for preliminary

issuance/exchange)

® Credit card or cash to pay the administrative issuance fee

5. Tips for a Stress-Free Experience



Dealing with federal government bureaucracy can periodically be challenging, however keeping a few practical

pointers in mind will make the procedure much easier:

* Book an Appointment Online: While lots of Kormanyablak offices accept walk-ins, wait times can be hours
long. Utilize the official Hungarian customer portal ( Ugyfélkapu) or the Kormanyablak booking system to
book a time slot.

* Language Barriers: Staff at main Budapest places are progressively familiar with international homeowners,
but English proficiency varies. Bringing a Hungarian-speaking buddy or coworker can be tremendously

useful, especially when dealing with medical kinds.

* The 185-Day Rule: Remember that to get a Hungarian driving license, you must show that you live in

Hungary for a minimum of 185 days per calendar year due to personal or professional ties.

* Temporary Paper: Once your application is processed at the Kormanyablak, you will frequently be given a
temporary paper authorization enabling you to drive legally while the physical plastic card is being produced

and sent by mail to your home address.

Browsing the Hungarian driving license firm system is uncomplicated once the procedural steps are clearly drawn
up. By protecting your medical certificate, guaranteeing your residency documents is up to date, and scheduling
an appointment at your regional Kormanyablak, you can efficiently secure your right to drive on Hungary's roads.
Always keep in mind to look for updates on bilateral https://expresszkartya.com/ contracts if you hold a non-EU

license, as these guidelines are subject to legislative updates. Safe travels on the roadway!


https://xn--expresszkrtya-ceb.com/

