
If you've ever dropped someone off or picked them up at a UK airport, you’ve probably noticed the growing
presence of car park re-entry charges—fees applied when you leave an airport car park but return shortly
afterward. These charges can often catch drivers off guard, especially since the entries and conditions are buried
deep in the car park small print.

In this guide, we’ll explain how these airport re-entry fees work, why they’re quietly rising across the UK, their
average cost, and ways to avoid them. We will also explore the trade-offs between paying for kerbside convenience
and using free alternatives like long stay car parks and park & ride services.

What Are Airport Re-Entry Charges?
An https://medium.com/@hello_89066/uk-airport-drop-off-fees-have-quietly-hit-10-heres-the-real-maths-on-
when-it-s-cheaper-to-just-f5f46948fa6f airport re-entry charge is a fee imposed on drivers who leave a car park
but then return within a short window of time. Airports use this system to prevent people from using short stay
drop-off zones or pay-on-exit car parks for free or very cheap parking by leaving and returning frequently.

For example, if you drop off a passenger and then come back within an hour or two, the car park ticketing system
will register your vehicle's exit and re-entry, and you may have to pay an additional fee.

How Re-Entry Charges Work in Practice

1. You enter an airport car park and take a ticket or get your license plate recorded.

2. You park for a short time, perhaps to drop off or collect passengers.

3. You exit the car park but then return within a stipulated time period (often less than an hour, though this
varies).

4. The system treats this as a new parking session and charges an extra fee—either a flat re-entry fee or a full
drop-off charge.

It’s crucial to check the car park small print before you assume you can leave and come back within an hour
without penalty.



Average UK Airport Drop-Off Charges and Rising Fees
Across the UK, these drop-off fees and re-entry charges have been rising quietly but steadily, with many airports
increasing prices in 2024 without headline announcements. Our database tracking fees from multiple airports
shows the current average UK airport drop-off charge is around £6.51.

Airport Drop-Off/Re-Entry Fee Notes London Heathrow £8.00 Highest fees in the UK for re-entry Manchester
£6.20 Charges apply when leaving and returning within 30 mins Birmingham £5.50 Short stay drop-off zone
charges apply Edinburgh £4.80 Drop-off window limited to 40 minutes free Average UK £6.51 Across 20+
airports tracked

While £6.51 may not seem like a lot for a quick drop-off, these fees add up quickly if you need to re-enter multiple
times or stay longer than the allowed free period.

Reading the Car Park Small Print: Key to Avoid Unexpected Charges
Airport car parks are increasingly using automated barriers and ANPR (automatic number plate recognition)
technology to enforce re-entry rules. The terms and conditions, often found in the small print, will explain the exact
time limits and whether re-entry fees apply.

Common clauses to watch for:

Free exit and re-entry window: Some car parks allow you to leave and return within 15-60 minutes free of
charge.

Maximum free parking time: Short stay zones might be free for only 10-30 minutes during drop-off.

Penalty fees for re-entry: After the free window closes, a flat fee or full short stay charge applies.

Valid ticket presentation: You must keep your ticket and use it on re-entry to avoid fines.

Be vigilant: These rules vary widely from airport to airport, so it’s always advisable to check official airport websites
or trusted comparison tools before your trip.

Free Alternatives: Long Stay and Park & Ride Options
If you want to avoid drop-off and re-entry fees, many airports offer free alternatives that require more legwork
but save money:

Long Stay Car Parks: Typically further from the terminals but free to enter and exit as many times as you
want during your booked period.

Park & Ride Services: These involve parking away from the airport and using a free shuttle bus or tram to
the terminal, which avoids costly kerbside charges.

Meet & Greet Services: Convenient but usually priced higher; some allow multiple re-entries depending on
the provider.

Using these options means you trade off some convenience—waiting times for buses or shuttles can range from
10 to 25 minutes—but you avoid the risk of expensive re-entry fees.

Time Trade-Off: Convenience vs Cost

Many drivers face the dilemma: pay £5-8 for kerbside convenience and risk re-entry charges, or park further out
and use shuttle services. Here’s a typical comparison:



Kerbside drop-off: Zero walking distance, but a likely £6+ fee and risk of re-entry charges if you must go back.

Long Stay / Park & Ride: 10-25 minutes on a shuttle, free re-entry during your stay, but longer travel time
to/from the terminal.

Your choice depends largely on your priority: saving money or avoiding delays at busy airport car parks and
terminals.

Planning Your Trip: Use Airport Parking Comparison Tools
To navigate the complex costs and rules around airport re-entry charges, consider using airport parking
comparison websites like Holiday Extras airport parking comparison pages. These tools list UK airport car parks
with up-to-date prices and terms, helping you find the best deal.

By booking parking through affiliate-linked comparisons via awin1.com, you can often also benefit from discounts
or special offers while supporting independent research like this blog.

Tips to Avoid Re-Entry Charges at Airport Car Parks
Check time limits: Make sure you understand how long you can stay free or exit-re-enter without charge.

Stay parked: If you need to be at the airport for more than an hour, avoid leaving the car park to dodge
extra fees.

Use long stay or park & ride: Especially if you anticipate multiple trips to and from the terminal.

Monitor signage: On arrival at the car park, look out for updates to small print or specific re-entry rules.

Use comparison tools: Plan and book online ahead to secure the best deals and know the rules well in
advance.

Summary
Airport car park re-entry fees are becoming more common and cost an average of around £6.51 in UK airports.
They are designed to discourage short-term exit and return trips that can clog airport drop-off zones. Careful



attention to the car park small print and using alternatives like long stay or park & ride options can help you
avoid these fees.

Ultimately, the choice between paying for kerbside convenience with re-entry risk or taking longer free shuttle
options is a personal trade-off of time versus cost. Armed with knowledge and the right planning tools like Holiday
Extras comparison pages, you can make smarter airport parking decisions and keep travel costs down.


