
A Practical Guide on How to Get Papers for a Dog
When you adopt a dog from a shelter, a rescue, or even a friend, the topic of papers often
comes up. Many owners wonder about the process of getting official registration documents,
especially if their dog is a mixed breed or lacks a known pedigree. It is a question I have heard
for years from clients and friends alike: how to get papers for a dog. The answer depends on
where you live, what kind of paperwork you need, and whether your dog has any prior
registration history. This guide walks through the real steps, the trade-offs, and what you
should expect.

Understanding What Papers Mean
The term papers can mean different things depending on context. For some owners, it refers to
a purebred registration from a kennel club or breed registry. For others, it means a simple city
license or a health certificate. And for many, it means proof of pedigree that allows the dog to
be shown, bred, or sold as a purebred. In my experience, the most common confusion is
between a city dog license and a breed registration. They are not the same thing, and
understanding the difference saves a lot of frustration.

City licenses are usually required by law and prove your dog has a current rabies vaccination.
Breed registrations are voluntary and record your dog's lineage. If your dog is a mixed breed or
a designer breed without prior paperwork, you might feel stuck. That is where services like
designerkennelclub how to get papers for a dog come into play. They are designed to bridge
that gap for owners whose dogs do not fit the traditional purebred mold.

Step One: Gather What You Have
Before you start any registration process, take stock of what you already have. If you adopted
your dog, you might have a shelter record, a vaccination certificate, or a microchip registration.
If you bought from a breeder, you might have a bill of sale or a health guarantee. Even a simple
vet record showing your dog's breed description can be useful. I once helped a client who had
only a handwritten note from the previous owner. That note, combined with a vet's breed
assessment, was enough to start the paperwork chain.

Do not assume that missing papers mean you cannot get any. Many registries accept sworn
statements, vet records, or DNA test results as proof of breed. The key is to be honest about
what you do not know. If your dog is a mixed breed, that is fine. The goal is to get accurate
documentation, not to pretend your dog is something it is not.

Step Two: Choose the Right Registry

https://www.designerkennelclub.com/post/how-to-get-papers-on-a-dog-even-without-papers


Not all registries are created equal. Some only accept purebred dogs with a three-generation
pedigree. Others, like the one offered through Designer Kennel Club DKC, accept mixed breeds
and designer crosses. This is important because a traditional kennel club might reject your
application if your dog does not have a known lineage. I have seen owners waste time and
money applying to the wrong registry first. A quick phone call or email to the registry can save
you that hassle.

When you search for options, you might come across the phrase designerkennelclub how to
get papers for a dog. That phrase points to a specific service that handles exactly this
situation. It is worth looking into if your dog is a mixed breed or a designer cross and you want
formal registration. The process usually involves submitting photos, a description, and any
supporting documents you have. Some registries also require a DNA test to confirm breed
makeup. That may sound like a lot, but it is straightforward and usually takes a few weeks.

Step Three: Prepare Your Application
Once you have chosen a registry, gather your documents and fill out the application carefully.
Most applications ask for your dog's name, date of birth, breed or breed mix, color, and



markings. If you have a vet record, include that. If you have a microchip number, include that
too. The more detail you provide, the easier it is for the registry to verify your dog's identity and
issue a certificate.

One thing I always tell people is to take clear, well-lit photos. A front-facing shot, a side profile,
and a photo showing any unique markings are standard. These photos become part of your
dog's permanent record. If you ever need to prove your dog's identity later, those photos are
gold. I once had a client whose dog was stolen, and the registry photos helped the owner prove
ownership when the dog was recovered. It is a small step that can matter a lot.

Step Four: Understand the Fees and Timeline
Registration is not free, but it is usually affordable. Fees range from twenty to one hundred
dollars depending on the registry and whether you need a DNA test. Some registries offer
lifetime registration for a single fee, while others charge annual renewal. Read the fine print
before you pay. I have seen owners assume a fee was one-time, only to get a renewal bill the
next year.

Timeline varies as well. A basic registration with no DNA test might take two to four weeks. If
DNA testing is required, add another two to four weeks. The wait can feel long, but it is a sign
that the registry is doing its due diligence. A quick turnaround is not always a good thing if it
means the registry is not verifying information properly.

What If Your Dog Has No Known History?
This is the most common question I get. Owners of rescue dogs or mixed breeds often feel like
they are starting from zero. The good news is that you are not. A vet can usually provide a
breed estimate based on physical characteristics. If you want a more scientific approach, a
DNA test can give you a clear breakdown of breed percentages. Many registries, including
Designer Kennel Club DKC, accept DNA results as the basis for registration.

I remember a case where a dog was labeled a Labrador mix at the shelter, but a DNA test
showed it was actually a mix of three different breeds, none of which were Labrador. The
owner was surprised, but she was also relieved to have accurate papers. That dog is now
registered with Designer Kennel Club DKC and has a complete record. The process worked
because the owner was willing to get the test done.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Submitting blurry or low-resolution photos. They slow down the process and can lead
to rejection.



Guessing at breed percentages. If you are not sure, leave it blank or say unknown.
Guessing can cause problems later.

Ignoring renewal dates. Some registries cancel your papers if you do not renew on
time.

Using a registry that does not verify information. A paper that is easy to get is also
easy to fake, and that hurts everyone.

Forgetting to update your dog's microchip registration. The chip and the papers
should match.

Why Bother With Papers at All?
Some people argue that papers are just a piece of paper, and that your dog is the same dog
with or without them. That is true in a sense. But papers serve practical purposes. They make it
easier to board your dog, travel across state lines, and prove ownership if your dog is lost or
stolen. They also help breeders and shelters verify lineage, which can support responsible
breeding and rescue efforts.

For owners of designer breeds or mixed breeds, papers can also be a point of pride. They show
that your dog is recognized by a formal body, and that its unique mix is documented. I have
seen owners become more confident in their dog's care once they have papers, because they
have a clearer picture of what breeds are in the mix and what health issues might be relevant.

Final Thoughts on Getting Started



The process of how to get papers for a dog is not as complicated as it first appears. Start by
knowing what you have, choose the right registry, and follow the steps. If you are unsure,
services like designerkennelclub how to get papers for a dog are built for exactly that situation.
They understand that not every dog comes with a family tree attached.

A final piece of advice: be patient. Registration takes time, and you may hit a few bumps along
the way. But the result is a document that reflects your dog's true identity. That is worth the
effort. Whether your dog is a purebred champion or a one-of-a-kind rescue, having proper
papers gives you peace of mind and a record that lasts a lifetime.
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