
When You Can No Longer Keep Your Bulldog:
Understanding the Rehoming Process
Making the choice to find a new home for a dog is rarely simple. For owners of bulldogs and
other bully breeds, the decision often comes after careful thought about what is best for the
animal. Life circumstances change. A job loss, a move to a place that does not allow pets, a
shift in family health, or a growing mismatch between the dog's needs and the owner's ability
to meet them can all lead to this point. When you find yourself in this situation, knowing what
to expect and how to proceed can make the process less stressful for everyone involved,
especially the dog.

Bully breeds, including French Bulldogs, English Bulldogs, and American Bullies, have distinct
personalities and needs. They are loyal, often stubborn, and can be deeply attached to their
families. Rehoming one is not like returning a piece of furniture. It requires patience, honesty,
and a structured approach. The goal is to place the dog in a home where it will thrive, not just
go somewhere else quickly.

Why Owners Consider Rehoming a Bulldog
People choose to rehome a dog for many reasons. Some are temporary and resolvable with
support. Others are permanent and leave little room for alternatives. Common situations
include a serious allergy in the household, a divorce that splits the home, financial hardship
that makes vet care unaffordable, or the death of a primary caregiver. In some cases, the dog's
behavior changes in ways the owner cannot manage alone. Aggression toward other pets,
separation anxiety, or resource guarding can become overwhelming without professional help.

It is important to separate guilt from action. Feeling bad about rehoming does not help the dog.
What helps is making a plan that prioritizes the dog's safety and long-term wellbeing. A
thoughtful rehoming is far kinder than keeping a dog in a home where it is ignored, confined, or
stressed.

What Happens During the Intake Evaluation
Most reputable rescues and rehoming organizations begin with an intake evaluation. This is
not a test the dog passes or fails. It is a way to gather information so the right match can be
made. The evaluation usually covers the dog's health history, vaccination records,
temperament around people and other animals, known triggers, and daily routines. For bully
breeds, evaluators also pay attention to how the dog reacts to strangers and to other dogs of
the same sex, since same-sex aggression can be an issue in this group.



Owners are asked to fill out a surrender application. This form asks for details about the dog's
background, any veterinary care it has received, and the reason for the rehoming. Honesty here
matters. If a dog has bitten someone or has a chronic condition, the rescue needs to know so it
can prepare the right foster home and inform potential adopters. Hiding problems only delays
placement and can put the dog at risk of being returned again.

The Role of Foster-Based Rescue
Many bulldog rescues operate on a foster-based model. Instead of housing dogs in a kennel,
they place each dog into a temporary home with a trained foster family. This approach has
several advantages. The dog lives in a real home environment, which reduces stress. The
foster family can observe the dog's behavior in daily life and report back to the rescue.
Potential adopters get a clearer picture of what the dog is like in a home setting, not in a
shelter.



Foster-based rescues also tend to have more flexibility. They can take dogs from a wider
geographic area and match them with adopters who have the right lifestyle. For bully breeds,
this is especially valuable because these dogs often bond strongly with one person or family
and may struggle in a chaotic or impersonal setting.

When you decide to surrender dog to a foster-based rescue, you are handing it over to a
network of people who understand the breed. They know that French Bulldogs can have
breathing issues and need temperature-controlled environments. They know that English
Bulldogs may have skin folds that require regular cleaning. They know that American Bullies
need consistent training and clear boundaries. This knowledge makes a difference in how the
dog is cared for and how quickly it finds a new home.

https://www.rescuefrenchbulldogs.org/surrendering-dog


Understanding the Rehoming Process Step by Step
The rehoming process varies by organization, but the basic steps are similar. After the
surrender application is submitted and reviewed, the rescue schedules the intake evaluation. If
the dog is accepted, the owner signs over ownership. Some rescues charge a surrender fee to
cover the cost of vet care, vaccinations, and boarding or foster supplies. This fee is not a
punishment. It reflects the real cost of preparing a dog for adoption.

Once the dog enters the rescue, it is placed in a foster home or, if space is limited, in a
temporary boarding facility. The rescue updates the dog's vaccinations, performs any needed
medical treatments, and spays or neuters the dog if it has not been done already. Then the dog
is listed for adoption. The rescue screens applicants, checks references, and conducts home
visits to ensure the environment is safe and suitable.

The whole process can take weeks or months, depending on the dog's needs and the
availability of foster homes. For popular breeds like French Bulldogs, the wait for an adopter
may be short. For dogs with medical issues or behavioral challenges, it may take longer.
Patience from the original owner helps the rescue do its job well.

What Owners Should Look for in a Rescue
Not every rescue operates with the same standards. Before you surrender a dog to any
organization, it is worth checking a few things. Does the rescue ask detailed questions about
the dog? Do they require a surrender application and an intake evaluation? Do they provide
medical care before adoption? Do they screen adopters? A rescue that takes every dog without
asking questions may not be doing the work needed to ensure a good outcome.

It is also worth asking about the rescue's experience with bully breeds. Some rescues
specialize in small dogs or mixed breeds and may not understand the specific needs of
bulldogs. A rescue that works regularly with bully breeds will have a better sense of what kind
of home is a good fit and what challenges to expect.

Preparing Your Dog for the Transition
If you have time before the surrender date, there are steps you can take to make the transition
easier for your dog. Gather all medical records, including vaccination history, microchip
information, and any notes from your veterinarian about ongoing conditions or medications.
Write down your dog's daily schedule, feeding routine, and any commands it knows. Note what
it likes and dislikes. A dog that is afraid of thunderstorms or does not get along with cats
deserves to have that information follow it to the next home.



If your dog has not been spayed or neutered, consider having it done before the surrender.
Many rescues require it, and doing it yourself can reduce the surrender fee and speed up the
adoption process. It also shows the rescue that you are invested in the dog's future.

Common Concerns Owners Have
One of the biggest fears owners have is that the dog will end up in a bad home or be
euthanized. This is why choosing the right rescue matters. A reputable rescue will not
euthanize a healthy, adoptable dog. They will work to find a home that fits. Some rescues also
offer to stay in touch with the adopter and take the dog back if the placement does not work
out. This kind of policy protects the dog from being bounced around.

Another concern is judgment from other people. Owners sometimes feel ashamed that they
cannot keep their dog. But life is unpredictable. The measure of a responsible owner is not
whether they keep the dog forever, but whether they handle the situation well when they
cannot. Reaching out for help, being honest about the dog's needs, and following through with
a careful rehoming plan are signs of good stewardship, not failure.



Alternatives to Surrender
Before making a final decision, it can help to explore other options. Some behavioral issues
can be resolved with training. Some financial strains can be eased by low-cost vet clinics or pet
food banks. Some rescues offer temporary foster programs that give owners time to get back
on their feet without giving up their dog permanently. If your situation is temporary, a short-
term solution may be enough to keep your dog at home.

If those options are not available or not enough, then surrender is the right path. The key is to
act before the situation becomes a crisis. A dog that is neglected or kept in a home that cannot
care for it suffers. A planned surrender, with time to prepare and choose the right rescue, is a
humane choice.



What Happens After Surrender
Once the dog is in the rescue's care, the focus shifts to adoption placement. The rescue
matches the dog with a screened adopter based on personality, lifestyle, and home
environment. For bully breeds, this often means finding a home without other pets of the same
sex, or a home with a securely fenced yard. The rescue may also require that the adopter has
experience with the breed.

Some rescues allow the original owner to meet potential adopters or to have a say in the final
choice. Others handle the process entirely on their own. If staying involved is important to you,
ask about this before you surrender the dog. Not all rescues offer it, but some do.

Rehoming a dog is never easy, but it does not have to be chaotic. With the right information
and the right partner, you can ensure that your dog lands in a home that is ready for it. The
decision to surrender a dog is a serious one, but it can also be an act of care when it is made
thoughtfully and carried out responsibly.


