
If you’ve ever admired a sparkling marquise diamond, you might have noticed something remarkable — it looks
noticeably larger than other diamonds of the same carat weight. But is it really just the shape that makes a
marquise diamond size appear so impressive? Or are there other factors at play? In this guide, we’ll unpack the
secrets behind the visual impact of elongated diamond shapes like the marquise, help you understand how cutting
and grading reports influence what you see, and offer expert tips on evaluating size beyond just carat.

Understanding Why Shape Affects Visible Size
Among the four Cs of diamond grading — Carat, Cut, Color, and Clarity — cut is often underestimated in its
influence on a diamond's beauty and perceived size. Specifically, the unique elongated shape of marquise
diamonds plays a big role in their ability to “look huge”.

Elongated Diamond Shapes vs. Round

The marquise is part of a category called elongated diamond shapes. This group includes oval and pear shapes as
well. These shapes spread the diamond’s weight over a longer surface area compared to a traditional round
brilliant cut, giving an appearance of greater size:

Round Brilliant: Most popular shape that maximizes sparkle but concentrates weight into a round outline.

Marquise: Football or eye-shaped with pointed ends, creating the illusion of length and finger coverage.

Oval: Rounded ends with an elliptical shape, elongating the finger.

Pear: A teardrop shape combining rounded and pointed ends, also creating a lengthening effect.

Because these elongated shapes distribute the diamond’s mass differently, a 1-carat marquise will usually appear
larger than a 1-carat round diamond when viewed face-up.

Diamond Measurements in Millimeters (mm)

One practical way to gauge size beyond carat weight is to look at the diamond's physical dimensions expressed in
millimeters. For marquise diamonds, these measurements include length, width, and depth — all critical to
understanding how the diamond will look on your hand.



Shape Carat Weight Typical Dimensions (mm) Visual Impact Marquise 1.00 10.5 mm x 5.25 mm Elongated profile
makes it appear larger Oval 1.00 9.2 mm x 6.0 mm Rounded ends with lengthening effect Round Brilliant 1.00 6.5
mm diameter Compact, brilliant sparkle but smaller surface area

From this table, you can see how a marquise diamond stretching over 10mm in length takes up more visual space
on the finger than a round diamond of the same weight. The width is narrower, which enhances the illusion of
length.

Trade-Offs Among the Four Cs: Why Cut Reigns Supreme
While carat weight and color get a lot of attention, the cut grade often governs exactly how a diamond performs
in terms of brilliance and size perception — especially for fancy shapes like marquise.

1. Carat: The diamond’s weight; no direct correlation to size since density and shape matter.

2. Cut: The angles and proportions that define light performance, sparkle, and face-up appeal.

3. Color: Refers to the body color of the diamond; less critical for visible size but affects clarity of appearance.

4. Clarity: The presence of inclusions or flaws; important for overall beauty but not size perception.

For marquise diamonds, poor cut diamond ring quality checks quality can cause “bow-tie” shadows—a dark area
across the center that diminishes the visual impact and apparent size. Choosing a marquise with an excellent or
very good cut grade ensures even light distribution and maximum brilliance, making it look larger and more lively.

Using the GIA Diamond Quality Factor for Marquise Cuts

The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) provides detailed diamond quality factor pages where you can learn
how the proportions and angles influence the diamond's appearance. It’s essential to review the GIA cut guidelines
specific to marquise diamonds if you want that ‘wow’ factor.

Verifying Authenticity: The Role of Laboratory Reports and Report
Numbers
One pitfall many buyers fall into is assuming “certified” means the diamond is of high quality or is accurately
described in size and grading. Unfortunately, vague wording like “certified” without naming the laboratory can be
misleading.

To protect yourself, always ask for the laboratory report number and verify it via official laboratory report
number databases. For instance, the GIA allows you to enter the report number on their website to confirm it
matches the diamond you’re considering.

Trusted Hatton Garden Jewellers often provide these reports upfront, which brings transparency while you
compare options. If someone selling you a marquise diamond hesitates to give the report number or provides an
outdated or unverifiable report, take that as a red flag.

Comparing Marquise Diamond Size to the MRQ Mobile Casino App
Metaphor
Think of selecting a marquise diamond like choosing a bet on an entertaining platform such as the MRQ mobile
casino app. Just as players weigh odds, risk, and potential return, buyers should balance carat, cut, and shape
trade-offs to optimize the "visual win" of the diamond.

https://hatton-garden-jewellers.co.uk/7-things-to-check-before-buying-a-diamond-ring


In both scenarios:

Transparency and reliable data (casino odds or diamond reports) empower informed decisions.

Choosing the right shape (bet type or diamond cut) influences outcome and satisfaction.

Understanding nuances beyond the surface details leads to smarter choices.

Quick Checklist for Evaluating Marquise Diamond Size
Here’s a succinct checklist — something I always keep in my notes app after many consultations — to ensure you
pick a marquise diamond that truly lives up to its “looks huge” reputation:

Request the GIA report and report number. Verify it online.

Review diamond measurements in mm. Look for length to width ratio between 1.75 to 2.25 to maintain
classic marquise proportions.

Check the cut quality. Ensure the marquise has an Excellent or Very Good cut grade to avoid bow-tie
shadows.

Pay attention to depth and table percentages. Ideal tables are roughly 53-63% and depth between 58-
66% for marquise.

Compare appearance to other shapes. If possible, view side-by-side with an oval and round diamond of
equal carat in person or photos.

Ask about return and resizing policies. Don’t buy a diamond with vague or hidden policies—Hatton
Garden Jewellers typically have clear terms.

Conclusion
The “huge” look of marquise diamonds isn’t just a marketing gimmick — it’s a real, measurable effect created by
the unique elongated shape and expertly executed cut. By leveraging official certificates like those from the
Gemological Institute of America (GIA), verifying laboratory report numbers, and understanding how



millimeter measurements translate to visual size, you can confidently pick a marquise diamond that dazzles and
looks larger than its weight suggests.

When navigating your diamond journey, remember to ask the right questions, clarify reports, and, if in doubt, seek
advice from reputable jewellers such as those in Hatton Garden Jewellers. Whether you’re comparing the
marquise to oval or round cuts, keep your checklist handy to avoid common pitfalls — and enjoy the rewarding
sparkle that only a perfectly cut marquise can deliver.


