
Dooring and right-hook crashes are two flavors of the same problem: a cyclist traveling straight gets cut off by a
sudden, lateral movement from a vehicle or its occupant. One comes from a swinging door, the other from a
turning car or truck. They happen fast, often within the last 30 feet of a block or beside a row of parked cars, and
they leave riders little room for an escape line. As a bicycle accident attorney, I see the same patterns repeat, yet
each case turns on minute details. A half-second of blinker time. A taxi pulled six inches into the bike lane. A door
cracked open “just to check.” Those small choices and the way they are documented determine fault, leverage, and
the outcome.

What dooring and right-hook collisions really look like at street level
If you ride often, you can picture it. You are rolling at 12 to 15 mph, maybe a bit faster with a tailwind. A
passenger door pops open in your lane, not fully wide, just enough to catch your handlebar. The bike yaws left,
you brace for the pavement, then the rear wheel slides. The door is not a stationary object when it opens, and the
person behind it seldom looks for cyclists even where state law requires it. In some cities, nearly a quarter of
reported bike crashes involve a door. Many more go unreported because the rider limps away without calling
police.

Right hooks share the final frames of that same story. A driver overtakes, passes you by a car length, then cuts
across your lane to make a right turn. If you are in a painted bike lane, you may be hidden by a vehicle’s A-pillar or
the driver assumes you will slow. At 15 mph, you cover 22 feet per second. At 25 mph, a car chews up 36 feet per
second. If the driver activates a turn signal as they start the turn, you get a second or less to react. Riders either
hit the rear quarter panel, get squeezed into the curb, or attempt a hard right swerve and catch a wheel on the
gutter gap. The physics are simple, the results are not.

On multilane roads, delivery vehicles and rideshare pickups amplify the risk. Double parking pushes riders farther
into traffic, and the constant pickup-dropoff churn means doors open on both sides of the car. On corridors with
protected lanes, the conflict point shifts to driveways and intersections where right turns cross the bike path. Paint
helps, but it does not change basic duty: drivers must yield to cyclists in the lane, and occupants must look before
they open a door into traffic.

Duty and fault: how the law reads and how insurers argue
Most states have a statute that fits on a few lines: no person shall open a door of a motor vehicle on the side
available to moving traffic unless it is reasonably safe to do so and can be done without interfering with that
traffic. It applies to drivers and passengers. It applies whether a car is parked legally or not. If you were riding in a
bike lane or the right-hand portion of the road in the same direction as traffic, you were moving traffic.

Right-hook liability works through a mix of right-of-way and lane-change rules. Drivers planning to turn right
must merge safely into a bike lane before the intersection if the lane striping allows it, yield to cyclists already in
the lane, and complete the turn only when clear. On roads without bike lanes, a driver overtaking a cyclist must
pass at a safe distance, then make the turn only when there is no danger of cutting the rider off. A blinking signal
is not a force field. It does not create a right-of-way.

Insurers try predictable defenses. They say the cyclist was “speeding,” even if the rider was within the 10 to 20
mph range most adults maintain. They claim the door was “opened slightly and for a brief moment,” as if a short
violation is not a violation. They argue the cyclist could have avoided the crash by moving farther left, while in the
same breath accusing the rider of not keeping right. When the opening door belongs to a passenger, carriers



sometimes claim the driver’s liability coverage does not apply. That last one rarely holds. Most auto policies cover
permissive use of the vehicle, which includes a passenger opening a door. The same policy covers negligence
arising from the vehicle’s use on a public way.

Comparative fault matters. In pure comparative states, even if a jury finds a rider 10 percent at fault for riding too
close to parked cars or failing to anticipate a right hook, the recovery is reduced by that percentage and not
barred. In modified comparative states, a rider who is 51 percent at fault loses entirely. The difference between 49
and 51 percent can rest on one witness or a snippet of dashcam video. That is why a meticulous investigation pays
dividends.

Evidence that moves cases, not just fills a file
Good bicycle cases look tidy at the end because they were messy in the beginning. The crash scene changes within
minutes. Cars drive off. Deliveries continue. Street sweepers erase skid marks. If you are able after a collision, think
in layers.

First, capture the state of the vehicles. That includes door position, the angle of the turning car, and the exact
resting spots. A photo with the curb line visible helps reconstruct paths. I ask clients to shoot wide and shoot
close, even if their hands are shaking. Side mirrors, door edges, scuffs on pedals, and bent brake levers tell a story.

Second, find the eyes. Other cyclists, pedestrians, bus drivers, and delivery couriers see everything. Get names and
phone numbers. A two-sentence text confirming what they saw can anchor a later statement. If the driver or
passenger apologizes or admits they did not look, write that down as a quote, not a paraphrase.

Third, lock down digital evidence. Many storefronts have cameras pointed at sidewalks and curbs. Footage often
overwrites within 24 to 72 hours. The sooner we send a preservation letter, the better. Rideshare and taxi records
show pick-up and drop-off times, GPS coordinates, and sometimes within-app messages. Metro agencies hold bus
dashcam video for limited windows. An attorney who handles bicycle collisions regularly will have templates and a
process for this.

Finally, document injuries the way a claim adjuster will process them. Ambulance reports, ER notes, and orthopedic
consult records form the backbone. Photos of road rash change rapidly, and early images often carry more weight
than later ones. Keep the gear: cracked helmets, torn gloves, dented rims. A damaged helmet is not proof of head
injury, but it correlates strongly with impact forces and can be persuasive.

Medical realities and the hidden costs riders shoulder
In doorings and right hooks, the injury pattern repeats. Scaphoid fractures from bracing. AC joint separations from
shoulder impacts. Tibial plateau fractures from top-tube pivots and curb collisions. Concussions from secondary
ground impact, even when the helmet stays intact. In low-speed doorings, soft-tissue damage can be more severe
than it looks on day one. I have seen riders walk away from a parking-lane dooring, ride the next day, then
present a week later with ulnar neuropathy or worsening vestibular symptoms.

The cost math is not just hospital and bike repair. A software developer with wrist surgery can lose six to eight
weeks of productive typing, and fine-motor deficits linger. A chef with a clavicle fracture cannot lift or reach. A
delivery courier on a gig platform loses immediate income and momentum in the app’s algorithm. Insurers often
talk about “light-duty work” as if a rider can simply pivot, but that ignores the high-rate hours many people work
and the overtime they routinely take. Loss of enjoyment claims matter too, not as fluff but as legitimate damages
when riding is how someone commutes, socializes, and stays healthy.



Documentation closes the loop. Therapy attendance records, training logs, and even ride histories from GPS apps
help connect the pre-injury baseline to post-injury limitations. I once represented a triathlete doored on a quiet
street. Her power numbers from six months before and six months after told a clear story: sustained loss of output
in the right leg consistent with a sacral ala fracture and gluteal inhibition. That data made a difference.

Strategy for right-hook cases: merging law and lived riding experience
Law alone misses the nuance of how riders manage intersections. On a street with a dashed bike lane approaching
a right turn, the best practice is for drivers to merge into the bike lane before the turn, then yield to cyclists in that
space. Many drivers slide right across the solid line at the corner instead. That is an improper lane change followed
by a failure to yield. When we reconstruct the movement, we look for the lane markings. Were they dashed for 50
to 200 feet before the corner? Did the driver move over? Did the cyclist have a queue of parked cars on the right
that foreclosed an escape route?

Blind spots are real, yet they are the driver’s responsibility to manage. On trucks and buses, the right-front quarter
can hide a cyclist for several feet, particularly if mirrors are misaligned. Professional drivers know to delay the turn,
rock and roll in the seat to check mirrors, and keep the horn available. When a commercial driver hooks a cyclist,
the carrier will often send investigators quickly. Preserve the truck’s telematics, event data, and any right-side
blind-spot camera footage. A truck accident lawyer who understands fleet data can compel downloads before logs
roll over. Those files can show turn-signal timing, speed reduction, and steering input.

In rideshare right hooks, we sometimes see drivers watching the app while turning, or rushing to meet a pickup. A
distracted driving accident attorney will subpoena in-app data to determine whether a ping occurred at the critical
moment. The app timestamps can place the driver on decision point timing: 3 seconds before the turn the pickup
posted, 1 second before the turn the driver accepted, impact at T+0. That sequence supports negligence beyond a
simple failure to yield.

Dooring cases and the “Dutch Reach” standard of care
The Dutch Reach, opening the car door with the far hand, rotates the torso and forces a look over the shoulder.
Some cities have adopted this in driver education materials, and a few states reference it in their driver manuals.
Even where it is not codified, it acts as a practical standard of care. If a reasonable occupant can adopt a simple
habit that greatly reduces risk, failing to do so looks negligent. I often ask in depositions how the person opened
the door. The answer is usually “with my right hand” on the driver’s side, eyes on the phone or the side mirror, not
the blind zone. That answer does not play well with juries.

Commercial vehicles change the stakes. Delivery vans open curbside doors constantly, and couriers jump in and
out. Companies should train for door safety and route design. When a delivery truck blocks a bike lane and a
dooring results, liability can extend to the corporate policies that encourage or tolerate illegal stops. A delivery
truck accident lawyer can tie incident frequency to hub schedules and quotas, showing that systemic pressure
makes unsafe behaviors predictable.

Navigating the claim: calm, methodical, and unblinking
The first calls after a crash set the tone. Report to the police if you can. At minimum, file an online report within the
allowed window. Seek medical care the same day. Not because it helps a claim, but because adrenaline lies, and
early imaging can catch fractures that x-rays miss. Notify your own auto carrier if you have one. Many cyclists do
not realize their uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage can apply even when they were on a bike. If a
rideshare was involved, report through the app, but keep it factual and brief.



Expect an insurance adjuster to reach out promptly, sometimes within 48 hours, with a recorded statement
request. Decline politely until you have counsel. Small inconsistencies become leverage for blame shifting. For
property damage, photograph every component and get a written estimate from a reputable shop. Adjusters
sometimes depreciate bikes like consumer electronics, ignoring that mid-range bicycles have long usable lives and
component-based values. A good shop can separate frame, wheels, drivetrain, bars, saddle, computer, and
accessories for a fuller picture.

A personal injury attorney who regularly handles cycling collisions will build the file for two paths: a strong
settlement or a well-supported lawsuit. That means treating providers aligned with best practices, not mills that
churn identical notes. It means keeping the client off social media about the crash and the recovery. It means
patience. Soft-tissue recovery often clarifies at the 10 to 16 week mark. Filing suit earlier sometimes helps preserve
video evidence and witness access, but pushing a quick settlement before the medical arc settles usually costs
money.

When the case gets complex: multiple vehicles and overlapping
insurers
Many doorings involve more than two parties. A rideshare passenger opens a door into a bike lane while the
driver is stopped in a no-stopping zone. A bus swings wide to avoid the open door and clips the rider. Or a car
doored a cyclist who swerved and was then struck by a second vehicle. Sequencing fault becomes critical, as does
identifying layers of coverage.

Rideshare companies maintain liability coverage that varies with app status. If the driver had the app on and was
carrying a passenger, there is typically a higher liability limit. If the driver was waiting for a ride, limits may be
lower. The passenger’s act of dooring usually falls within the vehicle’s use, so the rideshare insurer often stays in
the case. A rideshare accident lawyer will push for the data set that proves status and trip phase.

Municipal buses and public agencies carry their own rules. Notice periods can be short, sometimes 6 months, with
specific claim forms. A bus accident lawyer who misses that window may lose the claim. On the other hand, transit
agencies keep better video and telemetry than most private carriers. In one right-hook with a city bus, we pulled
high-resolution curb cameras that showed the cyclist’s wheel track across paint and the driver’s turn onset down
to tenths of a second. That evidence settled the case without trial.

Commercial freight brings in federal layers. An 18-wheeler with a right-turn collision can implicate FMCSA rules,
training requirements, and fatigued driving. An 18-wheeler accident lawyer will know to preserve driver
qualification files, hours-of-service logs, and safety-meeting attendance. Those materials often reveal a pattern, not
an isolated mistake.

How other roadway cases inform bicycle strategy
The themes in cycling cases echo across roadway crashes. Rear-end collision attorney work drills on following
distance and perception-reaction time, which translate to drivers overtaking cyclists too close. Head-on collision
lawyer experience with lane departure and sight lines informs arguments about why a rider took the lane before a
pinch point and how that was reasonable under the circumstances. An improper lane change accident attorney’s
toolkit helps prove that a driver who darted across a solid line into a bike lane was already in violation before the
turn. A hit and run accident attorney brings a different skill set, from leveraging uninsured motorist coverage to
mining traffic cameras and Flock data. The common thread is precision in reconstructing human choices in a tight
window of time.



Alcohol and distractions show up here as well. A drunk driving accident lawyer knows how to pull bar receipts,
time-stamped transactions, and intoxication indicators. With cycling crashes, impairment often surfaces as delayed
reactions at intersections or bizarre statements at the scene. For phones, we push for device use logs. Distracted
drivers often glance down for two seconds, which at urban speeds covers more than a half-block. A distracted
driving accident attorney will tie that timing to lane position and conflict point.

Motorcycle and pedestrian cases help calibrate juror expectations. A motorcycle accident lawyer can explain how
two-wheeled dynamics and sight lines compare, while a pedestrian accident attorney underscores vulnerability and
right-of-way within crosswalks, a cousin to a bike lane’s expectation of protection. The best personal injury lawyer
blends these strands, choosing analogies jurors already understand.

Negotiation posture: firmness without theatrics
Adjusters respond to clarity and risk. When the packet shows liability through photos, statutes, and witness
statements, and when the medical records tell a coherent story, settlement talks are straightforward. We lay out
specials, then pain and suffering, then any permanency. If a client has a surgical recommendation, we quantify the
likely range using comparable verdicts and settlements in the venue. We address comparative fault head on. If the
rider was hugging parked cars or splitting lanes, we explain why that choice was reasonable in that environment,
supported by transportation engineering guidance. We do not hide weak points, we contextualize them.

If the carrier drags. we file. A car accident lawyer who tries cases, not just settles, carries more persuasive weight.
Insurers know who will take a case to a jury. When corporate defendants are involved, from taxi fleets to logistics
companies, discovery cracks open training and policy decisions. Sometimes a single dispatch note changes
everything: “Driver instructed to pick up in bike lane for speed.” That phrase shifts a case from negligence to a
narrative about profit over safety.

Practical steps riders and families can take
The best legal result starts with smart moves in the hours and days after a crash. Keep it simple and concrete, not
performative or combative. Here is a tight checklist I share with Article source clients and cycling clubs.

Call 911 and insist on a police report number. Photograph vehicle positions, door angle, lane markings, and
your bike. Get names and numbers for witnesses, driver, and any passengers.

Seek medical care the same day. Describe every area of pain, not just the worst one. Ask for concussion
screening if you hit your head or feel foggy.

Preserve evidence. Do not repair or replace the bike or helmet yet. Save rideshare trip receipts, camera
footage, and cycling computer data.

Notify insurers. Inform your auto carrier about a potential UM/UIM claim and report to the at-fault insurer,
but defer recorded statements until you have counsel.

Contact a bicycle accident attorney early. Ask about their experience with dooring and right-hook cases, and
how they handle video preservation and rideshare data.

That is one list. It earns its keep because these steps are time-sensitive and easy to forget.

Infrastructure, policy, and the long view
Lawyers who ride see the same corners draw blood year after year. Some fixes are inexpensive. Green paint across
the full width of a conflict zone helps drivers understand that a turn crosses an active bike path. Daylighting
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intersections by pulling parking back 20 to 30 feet from corners creates better sight lines. Floating parking with
protected lanes moves dooring risk to a buffer, not the rider. Where cities install protected lanes, right-hook crash
rates often drop, though turning conflicts still demand green skip lines and clear yield signs.

Policy matters too. Ticketing for bike-lane blocking creates space. Driver education that includes the Dutch Reach
can reduce doorings immediately. For commercial fleets, right-side cameras and turn alerts reduce blind-spot
strikes. For buses, mirror configuration and turn protocols can be adjusted. These changes pair well with
enforcement, but they do not replace the legal remedies injured cyclists need when harm occurs.

Choosing the right advocate
Look for an attorney who can talk chainring sizes and subpoena deadlines in the same breath. Ask how many
bicycle-specific cases they have handled, how often they litigate, and whether they have secured policy-limit
settlements in dooring or right-hook scenarios. A car crash attorney who dabbles may miss the texture. A
dedicated bicycle accident attorney understands why a rider held the lane before a narrowing, how lane striping
dictates movement at intersections, and how to rebut lazy defenses about cyclist behavior.

Cross-disciplinary strength matters. A personal injury attorney with experience as an auto accident attorney, truck
accident lawyer, and delivery truck accident lawyer brings a fuller toolbox to multi-vehicle collisions. Catastrophic
injury lawyer experience becomes vital when spinal or brain injuries enter the picture. If a case involves a bus or
municipal agency, make sure your lawyer knows the notice requirements cold.

Contingency fees are standard, but value comes from strategy, not just percentage. Ask how your lawyer plans to
preserve video, approach medical documentation, and position the case for trial if needed. The firm’s willingness to
spend on experts and depositions, not just lean on quick settlements, is a good proxy for commitment.

A final word from the saddle and the courthouse
Most cyclists ride defensively. We scan mirrors, look through windows for silhouettes, and feather brakes at
intersections. Even so, a human can only process so much in a crowded urban scene. The law recognizes that
people in cars wield greater force and bear greater responsibility. When a door opens into a bike lane or a car
hooks right across a rider’s path, that duty has been breached.

If you are recovering from one of these crashes, give yourself time. Let your team do the heavy lifting on the claim
while you focus on healing. I have seen riders return stronger, sometimes literally, sometimes in the way they
manage risk and choose routes. I have also seen how a careful case, built with clean evidence and steady pressure,
pays for surgeries, rehab, lost time, and the hard-to-quantify loss of a season or a commute. The road will always
involve trade-offs. Accountability should not.


