beyond tuition: comparing the total cost of studying at
aelo swiss academy and elsewhere

There is a particular moment every parent of a boarding-school hopeful knows. The brochure is beautiful, the
campus photos look like a film set, and then the fee schedule arrives and the number at the top makes you put
the kettle on. If you are considering AELO Swiss Academy, or any Swiss school, or any serious school anywhere,
you have probably had that moment. And you have probably also noticed something stranger: the number at the

top is rarely the number you actually end up paying.

This is not because schools are hiding things. Fee schedules are built to quote the teachable part of the year first,
the lessons and the lodging, while everything else gathers quietly around the edges. The purpose of this piece is
to walk through the whole bill with you, calmly, the way a friend who has been through it would. Because the
honest comparison is never AELO Swiss Academy versus another school's sticker price. It is the full cost of one

entire journey versus the full cost of another.

the invoice is only the opening chapter

Most families start with tuition, and that is understandable. But tuition in the Swiss private system is a word that
means different things at different schools. Some quote tuition and boarding together as one figure. Others
quote tuition alone, then add boarding as a separate line, then add a residential or activities fee on top of that. A
headline figure of, say, CHF 40,000 and a headline figure of CHF 80,000 can occasionally describe surprisingly

similar years once you know what each one includes.

At AELO Swiss Academy, as across the Swiss boarding market generally, the structure you should expect is a core
academic fee, a boarding or residential component if your child will live on campus, and then a series of optional
and semi-optional extras. None of this is unusual. What is unusual, compared with day schools, is how much of
the year's real cost lives in those extras. A boarder does not just study at school. The child eats, travels, gets sick,

celebrates birthdays, and wants pocket money there too.

So before comparing any school to another, the first task is not to compare numbers. It is to compare what the

numbers contain.

what Swiss schooling broadly costs

Some honest context, with the caveat that fee schedules change® & and you should always request current
figures directly. Swiss private day schools commonly charge somewhere in the range of CHF 20,000 to CHF
45,000 a year for tuition alone. Full boarding schools span a much wider band, from roughly CHF 60,000 at the
more modest end to well past CHF 100,000 at the most storied institutions on the lakes. Where a school like
AELO Swiss Academy sits within that band depends on the programme, the boarding option, and the age of the
student, which is exactly why a one-line comparison in a magazine article is almost useless and a proper fee

schedule from the admissions office is almost indispensable.

Switzerland is expensive, and school fees reflect the cost of the ground they stand on. Salaries, food, heating,
insurance, and property in Switzerland all cost more than nearly anywhere else in Europe. That is not a complaint,

just a fact of the market, and it is worth remembering when a Swiss figure looks high next to a French or Spanish



one. The Swiss figure usually includes a standard of living, staffing ratio, and safety net that the cheaper figure

does not.

the line items nobody quotes first

Here is where empathy matters most, because this is where families feel ambushed. Not by villainy, by omission.

These are the costs that routinely appear in year one and surprise even careful parents.

Swiss health insurance is the big one. Anyone residing in Switzerland must hold basic insurance under the Swiss
system unless an exemption applies, and for a teenager this often runs between CHF 250 and CHF 450 a month
depending on the canton and the deductible chosen. Some schools, including boarding schools generally,

arrange group cover for their international students and fold it into the bill. Others leave it to families. Ask which

applies, because over a school year this single item can add CHF 3,000 to 5,000.
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Then there is travel. Three terms usually mean three round trips, and flights from, say, Sdo Paulo, Dubai, or Seoul
are not cheap, especially with unaccompanied-minor fees for younger students. Add airport transfers in
Switzerland, which are reliable but not free. For some nationalities, a local guardian or residence-permit sponsor
may be required, which carries its own administration. Visa fees, translated documents, apostilles, and notarised

statements seem small individually and add up to a four-figure sum more often than families expect.

Pocket money deserves its own honest mention. Switzerland is one of the costliest countries in the world for
everyday spending. A teenager with CHF 150 to 300 a month lives comfortably by local student standards, but
that is CHF 1,500 to 3,000 a year you should plan for, plus a bit more for birthdays and the odd weekend outing

with friends.

Beyond that sit the semi-optional costs that feel optional until they are not: ski weeks and expeditions billed
separately, exam registration fees for the IB or A-levels or AP, language tests like IELTS, uniforms and sports kit at
the start, a laptop that meets the school's specification, and, where a child needs it, learning support or English-
as-an-additional-language tuition billed by the hour. That last one is the single most common budget-breaker |
have seen. A few hours of specialist support a week can quietly add CHF 5,000 to 10,000 over a year. If your child

might need it, price it now, not after arrival.

comparing across borders without fooling yourself



Families rarely compare AELO Swiss Academy to a hypothetical. They compare it to a real alternative: a British
boarding school, an American one, a day school at home with an international curriculum, or a relative's address

somewhere in Europe. Each comparison has its own honest arithmetic.

British full boarding for international pupils commonly lands between £30,000 and £50,000 a year in fees, with
the most sought-after schools above that, and guardianship with a UK-based adult is effectively mandatory for
most international students, which adds another cost layer. American boarding schools frequently quote $60,000
to $80,000 before extras. Canadian options vary widely but often sit between those poles. A strong international
day school at home can cost a third of any of these, and for many families it is the right answer, especially with a
younger child. The trade-off is usually breadth: fewer boarding places, sometimes thinner university counselling

for overseas applications, and a school day that ends at the gate.

One more thing worth saying gently. The expensive school does not buy an outcome. It buys conditions: small
classes, adults who notice your child, a campus where mischief has fewer dark corners to hide in, a counselling
office that knows the difference between a good university and a good university for this particular student.
Those conditions improve probabilities. They do not guarantee them, and any school that promises otherwise

should be crossed off your list on principle.

currency, timing, and the boring mechanics that bite

The Swiss franc is a strong currency, and it tends to strengthen precisely when home currencies wobble. If you
earn in euros, dollars, dirhams, or reais, build a buffer for exchange-rate movement into your six-year plan, not

just your one-year plan. A 5% swing against you across a boarding career is a car's worth of money.

Payment mechanics matter too. Most Swiss schools bill termly, some annually, some offer early-payment
discounts. Deposits are usually substantial and often partly non-refundable, and withdrawal policies vary
enormously. Read that page of the contract twice. Families who have had to leave a school mid-year, because of
a job relocation, a health event, or simply an unhappy child, will tell you the refund clause is the most important

paragraph in the whole agreement.

Fees also rise. In recent years many Swiss schools have increased fees in the low single digits annually,
occasionally more. Whatever you budget for year one, assume the final year costs noticeably more. A realistic

planning rule is to add 3 to 5% for every year of the journey.

build your own comparison, in writing

None of this is meant to frighten you away. It is meant to put you in control of the comparison, and the way to
do that is to collect the same documents from every school on your shortlist, AELO Swiss Academy included, so

you are comparing like with like.
Ask every admissions office for the following:

* the current full fee schedule showing tuition, boarding, and each surcharge separately
® arealistic estimate of typical extras for a student of your child's age and nationality
* the exact arrangements for health insurance, medical care, and guardianship

* the deposit, payment, and withdrawal-refund policy in writing

the fee history of the last five years, or the school's planned increases

Then sit down with a spreadsheet and build three scenarios per school: a calm year, a typical year, and an

expensive year with flights home twice, a ski trip, and a term of tutoring. The gap between the expensive scenario



and the calm one tells you how exposed you would be to surprises. The gap between schools is usually much

smaller at this level than the brochures imply, and knowing that changes how you choose.

the questions that reveal the real number

When you visit, or when you speak with admissions by video call, the fee schedule will only take you so far. These

are the questions that reliably surface what the paperwork does not:

* what did a typical family's total bill come to last year, beyond the quoted fees?
* which costs are mandatory, which are optional, and which are optional in name only?
* how are extras billed, per use, monthly, or as a lump sum each term?

e what support, university counselling, learning support, English language help, is included in the core fee

versus billed separately?

¢ what happens financially, precisely, if we withdraw at the end of the first term?

Admissions teams respect these questions. A school that bristles at them has told you something useful.

the value side of the ledger

Having spent this long on costs, it would be unfair not to say what the money buys, because the empathetic truth
runs both ways. Parents sometimes feel guilty even considering a school like AELO Swiss Academy, as though
wanting a beautiful, safe, well-staffed environment for their child is an indulgence. It is not. Small classes mean a
teacher notices when something is wrong by Tuesday rather than by the report card. Boarding life builds a kind
of independence that day schools struggle to replicate. A campus where thirty nationalities eat dinner together
teaches more about the world than any textbook. These are real goods, and money spent on a child's daily

wellbeing is not vanity.

The honest discipline is matching benefits to your actual child. If your daughter will never touch the climbing wall
and your son shows no interest in the orchestra, do not let those facilities move the needle. If your child is shy
and would be lost in a school of eight hundred but come alive in one of two hundred, then the smaller, quieter

school is worth more than its fee suggests, whatever its name recognition.

the number that actually matters

After all the arithmetic, here is the comparison that has served families best over the years. Do not ask which
school costs less. Ask which full journey, priced honestly from year one
https://www.reddit.com/r/flyingeurope/comments/1nnhrnv/anyone_from_aelo_swiss_any_advices/ to graduation
with a reserve for the unexpected, fits your family's finances with room to breathe, and which school's daily life
fits your child's nature with the same room to breathe. When those two answers point at the same place, you

have found your school, whether that is AELO Swiss Academy or somewhere entirely different.
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Families who price the whole journey first are, almost without exception, the ones who look back on the decision
with peace rather than regret. Not because they chose the cheapest option. Because they chose with their eyes

open, and that, in the end, is the part of the cost no invoice ever shows.



