
When you land on an online casino site, the first thing that usually jumps out isn’t the detailed Return to Player
(RTP) percentages but rather flashy banners advertising huge bonuses. But why do casinos emphasize "big
bonuses" over talking openly about RTP? This article dives into the industry’s strategies, regulations, and what
every player should know about casino marketing bonuses versus RTP transparency.

Understanding RTP: It’s Not Your Session Outcome
Many players confuse RTP with their short-term results. RTP is the theoretical average % of wagered money that a
slot or casino game pays back to players over the long run. It is typically expressed as a percentage, for example,
96.2%, but it isn’t a magic number predicting your session’s wins.

Here’s the reality check: RTP is calculated over millions of spins or rounds. That’s why industry experts like those at
The Brand Hopper often remind players, “RTP is not your session result.” Due to game volatility (or variance), a
player’s bankroll will experience swings — big wins, long dry spells, and everything between.

For UK players, typical RTP values range from about 94% to 98%, with anything above 97.5% being considered
thebrandhopper.com high-return. The UK Gambling Commission (UKGC) enforces that all UK-licensed casinos
must state RTP somewhere on their platform, usually accessible via the in-game “i” icon, paytable panel, or help
menu. Despite these rules, RTP details often remain buried away where casual players barely find them.

Why Bonuses Get the Spotlight Over RTP
Bonuses make for big, immediate headlines. Bright banners shouting “100% Welcome Bonus” or “50 Free Spins”
are eye-catching and entice players to sign up and deposit. The reality:

Bonuses offer a tangible, instant reward or perceived value.

Large bonuses mask the often-unattractive math behind the games.

It’s easier for marketing teams to advertise “value” upfront than to explain a technical concept like RTP.

The Art of Start, a consultancy working with gaming operators, highlights that casino marketing bonuses are
engineered to increase player retention and bankroll longevity, which benefits the casino’s bottom line even if the
promised value isn’t fully realized due to wagering requirements and bonus terms.

In contrast, RTP transparency is more nuanced and less ‘seductive’ in marketing terms. It requires player education
and honesty — two things some operators shy away from to keep the focus on immediate player acquisition.

The Role of Volatility and Bankroll Swings
RTP only tells one part of the story; volatility influences how you experience the game. A slot with a high RTP but
high volatility means the game pays back much of the money wagered over time but does so with inconsistent,
large jackpots or wins.

Players might go long stretches with no wins, which can be frustrating.

Volatility Description Impact on Bankroll Low Frequent small wins Steady bankroll with minor swings Medium
Moderate wins with balance Occasional swings but moderate risk High Rare big wins Large bankroll swings; higher
risk
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Highlighting only RTP without explaining volatility can mislead players about short-term risk. Marketing big
bonuses shifts attention away from these subtle but critical points of player experience.

Transparency and Finding RTP Fast
For UK players, the UK Gambling Commission regulates fairness and transparency. Licensed casinos must make
RTP info available, but this isn’t always easy to locate. You usually have to dig through game menus, click the “i”
icon or visit the help panel or paytable.

I'll be honest with you: sites boasting about “highest paying slots” without giving direct rtp info or burying it in
dense faqs dilute genuine rtp transparency. Players should demand easier access to this info and be wary of
casinos that emphasize flashy bonuses but make RTP or volatility data hard to find.

How to Check RTP Quickly

1. Launch the slot or game you want to play.

2. Find the "i" icon—usually on the game's main screen.

3. Click it to access game rules, paytable, and most importantly, RTP percentage.

4. Compare this RTP with the average for similar games—anything below 94% is low for the UK market.

Remember, the RTP is your long-run figure, not a promise for a single session payout.

Value vs Promotions: What’s the Real Player Advantage?
Big bonuses often come with strings attached: wagering requirements, game restrictions, and expiration windows
are all there to protect the casino’s profits. While bonuses look appealing on the surface, they don’t automatically
equate to better value.

Players who focus solely on bonus size without checking underlying RTP and volatility risks might end up with a
volatile experience and more losing sessions.

The Brand Hopper advises that true player value comes from:

Accessing RTP transparency upfront



Choosing games with RTP in the high 96%+ range

Understanding volatility to match your bankroll and playstyle

Evaluating bonus terms critically instead of chasing big headline offers

Final Thoughts
Casinos push big bonuses because they are easier to sell, capture attention quickly, and encourage short-term
deposits. Meanwhile, RTP — a key factor in overall game fairness — is often tucked away in hard-to-find menus
and misinterpreted by players.

For UK players, the UK Gambling Commission mandates RTP transparency, but the industry still needs to
improve how this info is displayed and explained. Using the in-game “i” panel or paytable to check RTP before
playing is a smart habit, especially when combined with understanding game volatility and realistic bankroll
expectations.

Next time you see a casino advertising huge bonuses, take a moment to ask yourself: What’s the actual value
here? What’s the RTP, and how volatile is the game I’m about to play? That quick reality check can save you
disappointment and put you in control of your gambling experience.


