
Gateway Water & Mold: Finding Hidden Mold
Behind Drywall After a Plumbing Leak

When a Plumbing Leak Leads to a Hidden Problem
I remember a call from a property manager in St. Louis who had a rental home with a
persistent musty smell. The tenant had reported a small plumbing leak under the kitchen sink
weeks earlier. The leak was fixed quickly, or so everyone thought. But the smell kept getting
worse. By the time I arrived with my moisture meter, the drywall near the base of the cabinet
was already showing the first faint signs of water staining. This is a classic scenario where
water damage restoration meets mold remediation, and it is exactly the kind of situation where
Gateway Water & Mold gets called in.

Hidden moisture is the real enemy. A plumbing leak that dries on the surface might look
harmless, but water can wick deep into the drywall and into the framing behind it. Once that
happens, you have a breeding ground for black mold and other fungal growth. The property
manager was frustrated because the tenant had not mentioned any ongoing dampness. But
with a leak detection tool, I could see that the moisture content in the wall was still over 30
percent, weeks after the repair. That was the smoking gun. Gateway Water & Mold

Why Mold Loves Plumbing Leaks
Mold needs three things to thrive: moisture, a food source, and the right temperature. Drywall is
made of paper and gypsum, which is basically food for mold. A plumbing leak provides the
moisture. And the interior of a wall in a St. Louis summer? That is a warm, dark incubator. Once
black mold gets established behind drywall, it can spread quickly without anyone knowing. The
tenant might only notice the smell or maybe some allergy symptoms. But by the time you see
visible mold on the surface, the colony behind the wall is often much larger.

In this rental home, the leak was from a small pinhole in a copper pipe. It had been dripping
slowly into the wall cavity for days. The drywall on the surface looked fine except for a slight
discoloration near the baseboard. But when I used a moisture meter to scan the wall, the
readings spiked. That is when we knew we had to open up the wall. Mold removal in a situation
like this is not just about cleaning what you can see. It is about finding and removing all
contaminated material, including the insulation and the wood studs if they are affected.

Opening the Wall: What We Found
We cut a small inspection hole first, and the smell hit us immediately. Behind the drywall, there
was a thick layer of black mold growing on the paper backing of the insulation. The wood
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framing had started to discolor as well. The property manager was understandably concerned
about the health of the tenants and about the cost of the repair. But this is where a
professional mold remediation company earns its keep. We set up containment with plastic
sheeting and negative air pressure to keep spores from spreading through the rest of the rental
home. Then we removed the affected drywall, insulation, and even a section of the subfloor
that had started to grow mold.

One of the most important steps in water damage restoration is structural drying. After you
remove the wet materials, you have to dry out the cavity completely before you can close it up
again. We used industrial air movers and a dehumidifier to pull the moisture out of the wood
framing. This took about three days. Rushing that step is a common mistake. If you seal up a
wall that is still damp, you are just inviting the mold to come back. And in a rental home, where
tenants might not report problems quickly, you want to make sure the fix is permanent.

Preventive Measures After Mold Removal
Once the structural drying was complete, we treated the exposed wood with an antimicrobial
coating. This adds a layer of protection against future mold growth, especially in areas that
have already been compromised. We also replaced the drywall with moisture-resistant drywall
in the area around the sink. It is not a perfect solution, but it buys time if there is another small
leak in the future.

The property manager also asked about attic mold and basement water damage in some of
their other properties. That is a smart question. A single incident like this plumbing leak is
often a wake-up call for property managers to think about preventive maintenance. Regular
inspections of plumbing, especially in older homes, can catch small leaks before they turn into
big mold problems. A moisture meter is a cheap tool compared to the cost of a full mold
remediation job. And for tenants, understanding that any leak, even a small one, needs to be
reported immediately can save everyone a lot of trouble.

Insurance Claims and Indoor Air Quality
One aspect that often surprises property owners is how mold remediation interacts with an
insurance claim. In this case, the damage was clearly caused by a sudden plumbing leak,
which is typically covered by standard rental property insurance. But the property manager
needed to document everything. We took photos of the moisture meter readings, the mold
growth behind the drywall, and the steps we took during the removal. This documentation is
critical for a smooth insurance claim. It also helps if there are any questions later about indoor
air quality.



Indoor air quality is a serious concern after mold growth. Even after visible mold is removed,
microscopic spores can remain in the air and settle into carpets, furniture, and ductwork. That
is why we always use a HEPA vacuum during the final cleanup. A HEPA vacuum captures
particles as small as 0.3 microns, which includes most mold spores. We also recommend that
the property manager have the HVAC system inspected and cleaned if it was running while the
mold was active. Spores can travel through the ductwork and colonize other parts of the home.

What I Learned From This Job
This was a straightforward case in many ways, but it highlights why professional mold
remediation matters. The property manager initially thought they could just paint over the stain
and call it done. But that would have been a temporary fix at best. The mold would have
continued to grow behind the drywall, and the tenants would have been breathing those spores
for months. By the time the smell became unbearable, the damage would have been much
worse.

Gateway Water & Mold has seen this pattern many times in the St. Louis area. A small
plumbing leak that was "fixed" leads to a much bigger mold problem later. The key is to act
quickly and to look beyond the surface. A moisture meter is not a luxury; it is a necessity for
anyone who manages rental properties. And when you do find mold, you need a systematic
approach: containment, removal, structural drying, antimicrobial treatment, and finally,
rebuilding with moisture-resistant materials.

In the end, the rental home was restored to a safe condition. The tenants were relieved, and the
property manager had a better understanding of what to watch for in the future. That is the
goal of any good water damage restoration and mold remediation job: not just to fix the
immediate problem, but to prevent it from happening again. Gateway Water & Mold takes that
responsibility seriously, and it shows in every job we do.


