
Bingo is a game rich with ritual — the caller’s booming voice, the crinkly sound of paper tickets, and that cherished
moment when someone shouts "Bingo!" But behind the fun lies a fascinating evolution, especially when it comes
to the humble dabber. This simple tool, once a handheld stamp of ink, has transformed into powerful software
that reshapes how we play 90-ball bingo today.

As a 12-year observer of UK-style 90-ball bingo — both in traditional halls and the ever-growing online space —
I’ve tracked each step of this change. From paper tickets at 1p (hello, Pinch a Penny) to Auto-dabbers scanning
virtual cards on mobile devices and desktop computers, the shift tells a bigger story about technology, player
experience, and tradition.

The Basics of 90-Ball Bingo: Setting the Stage
Before we dive into the dabber’s journey, let’s cover the essentials of 90-ball bingo — the variant most popular in
UK bingo halls and many online rooms.

Numbers 1-90: The game uses 90 balls, each numbered from 1 to 90, drawn randomly by the caller.

Ticket Format: Each player’s ticket has 3 rows and 9 columns, with 15 numbers on the ticket. Each row has
five numbers and four blank spaces.

Winning Patterns:

One line: Marking all five numbers in any one row.

Two lines: Completing any two rows fully.

Full house: Marking all 15 numbers on the ticket.

Players traditionally mark numbers with a dabber. Let’s unpack that tool and its digital evolution.

Paper Tickets and the Ink Dabber: The Original Ritual
Decades ago, the 'dabber' was an essential job everyone recognized — the handheld ink stamp that players used
to mark each measuralogic.com called number on their paper tickets. The experience was tactile and communal:

1. Caller announces a number.

2. Players scan their ticket. They search for the number in the 3x9 grid.

3. Dabber marks the number. The ink spot was clear and quickly showed progress toward lines or full house.

4. When a line/full house completes, player shouts "Bingo!" The hall buzzes with excitement.

The ink dabber’s design kept the game flowing and was key to managing hundreds of paper tickets in a hall. It
worked because it was simple. The paper ticket itself was cheap — such as games at 1p a ticket from venues like
Pinch a Penny, making bingo affordable and accessible.

But paper had drawbacks: lost tickets, smudges, or accidental marks could cause confusion. Plus, human error
when calling winners took time to verify. As bingo halls modernized, and online bingo grew, the dabber’s job had
to evolve.
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Enter Digital Bingo: Replacing Ink With Software
With the rise of online platforms like MrQ and data expertise from tech companies such as Measura Logic, digital
bingo emerged as the natural next step. Instead of physical tickets and ink pads, players interact with digital cards
on mobile devices and desktop computers. Here’s how this shift changed the dabber’s role:

Digital Bingo Cards: Now, 3x9 grids appear on screens. Numbers light up or change color when called.

Auto-dabber: Software automatically marks every number as it’s called. The player's job to scan and dab is
partially replaced by instant highlighting.

Automatic Winner Recognition: The platform detects line and full house completions immediately, replacing
manual verification by the caller or other staff.

This innovation smooths gameplay. But it also shifts the experience: the tactile ink dabber is gone, and the ritual
changes. The moment a player would reach for their pen is replaced by a glance at the screen.

The Auto-Dabber: Who Needs a Real Dabber Now?
The auto-dabber is software that keeps pace with the caller and the game clock. Here’s how it works and why it
matters:

1. Receives the called number from the bingo system.

2. Scans the player’s digital ticket for matches.

3. Instantly ‘dabs’ the number on-screen with a color change or icon.

4. Flags winners as soon as they meet the pattern (line/full house).

This automation replaced a 'dabber' job that involved rules enforcement and error checking. The caller now focuses
on announcing, while software handles marking and adjudication.

Auto-dabbers particularly shine in online rooms where hundreds or thousands of players join simultaneously.
Without them, the game would slow down amid mistakes and delays.

Paper vs Digital: What Does This Mean for the Player Experience?



The shift from paper tickets to digital cards offers some pros and cons that affect how players feel about bingo:

Aspect Paper Tickets + Ink Dabber Digital Cards + Auto-Dabber Tactile Experience Physical mark of ink, slow and
deliberate scanning; ritualistic and hands-on. Instant digital highlighting, no physical touch required except screen
taps/swipes. Accuracy Dependent on player vigilance; manual checking prone to errors or missed calls. Software
accuracy; immediate error notification; reduces disputes. Accessibility Requires physical presence or postal delivery
of tickets. Accessible anywhere, anytime on mobile devices or desktops. Game Speed Slower to check and confirm
winners; pauses more frequent due to human factors. Smoother, faster runs possible, with 24/7 online rooms and
scheduled sessions. Community & Ritual Loud halls, shared shouts of “Bingo!”, social atmosphere. Chat rooms and
online interaction; can lack physical energy but open to global players.

Online Rooms and Scheduling: The New Bingo Halls
Historic England preserves many stories of traditional bingo halls, but today’s online platforms have created a new
venue for fans — digital rooms running 24/7 or in tightly scheduled sessions.

24/7 Online Rooms: Open at all hours, allowing players on mobile devices to join anytime they want. Auto-
dabbers keep the game flowing continuously, with no downtime.

Timed Sessions: Specific bingo games start at preset times, like in a hall. This preserves some structure and
anticipation, encouraging players to log in for event-based sessions.

Companies like MrQ have capitalized on this model, offering easy mobile and desktop access with instant payment
systems and digital dabbers to keep games fair and exciting.

Meanwhile, Measura Logic applies its expertise in data and technology to maximize smooth gameplay and
wagering fairness behind the scenes.

Final Thoughts: The Dabber’s Legacy Continues
From the simple ink stamp to sophisticated software, the dabber embodies bingo’s evolution. The job it performs
— marking called numbers — remains central, whether on thick card stock or glowing screens.



This shift is not just about convenience; it redefines how communities connect, how games move at new speeds,
and how tradition meets technology. For players used to holding pen and ticket, the shift can feel like losing a
piece of ritual. But for newcomers, digital bingo with auto-dabbing offers ease and fairness never before possible.

So next time you dab your screen instead of a paper card, remember: you’re holding a tool evolved from
generations of bingo stories — from the halls to your mobile device, at prices starting as low as 1p per ticket.

And that, to me, is a brilliant piece of design history living right in our fingertips.
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