When a hemp gummy label or a proposed rule says a THC limit applies “per container,” the limit is measured
across the whole package—not one gummy, one serving, or one dose. That distinction matters: a product could
contain only a small amount of THC in each gummy but still exceed a limit when the THC in all the gummies is
added together.

For shoppers, retailers, and brands, the phrase is especially important in light of federal hemp-definition changes
that introduce a 0.4 mg THC per container threshold. The details of what counts as THC, how
tetrahydrocannabinolic acid (THCA) factors in, and what “container” means can be less straightforward than a

front-label claim suggests.

The takeaway: If a limit is per container, add up the relevant THC in every gummy in the package; don't divide

the limit by the serving size or assume each gummy gets its own allowance.

What “Per Container” Means in Practice

A serving is the amount the label recommends taking at one time. A container is the full package covered by the
applicable rule or definition. For a bottle with 30 gummies, the per-container amount usaenlinea.com generally

refers to the total in all 30 gummies, not the amount in one gummy or one serving.

Consider a package with 10 gummies, each containing 0.1 mg of THC. The total is 1 mg per package. Even though
each gummy contains less than 0.4 mg, the package total is greater than 0.4 mg. This is why checking only the

“per gummy” or “per serving” line can give an incomplete picture.

Conversely, a package could contain several servings and still be below a per-container cap if the combined

amount in the entire package is within the limit. The serving count does not multiply the cap.

The Federal Hemp Definition Is Changing

For years, the federal definition of hemp has centered on cannabis and its derivatives containing no more than
0.3% delta-9 THC by dry weight. That familiar percentage is a concentration standard, not a simple milligram limit
for every package. It also helped create confusion around products that had low delta-9 THC but contained THCA

or other cannabinoids.

Federal legislation enacted in 2025 changes the definition of hemp-derived cannabinoid products. Among other
changes, it sets a threshold of no more than 0.4 mg of total THC per container for certain final hemp-derived
cannabinoid products. The updated definition is scheduled to take effect one year after enactment, in November
2026. That timing matters: businesses should confirm which rules are in force on the date and in the jurisdiction

where a product is made, sold, or shipped.

The amendment is not simply a new rule that every hemp product may contain 0.4 mg of delta-9 THC per serving.
It uses a per-container threshold and addresses total THC, which can include more than delta-9 alone. The
legislation also changes which cannabinoid products qualify as hemp, so the 0.4 mg figure should not be treated

as the only compliance question.

Implementation, definitions, state law, and product category can all affect how requirements apply. A business
should review the current statutory text and applicable agency guidance rather than relying on a short product

summary or a social-media post.

Delta-9 THC Versus Total THC


https://www.usaenlinea.com/the-hemp-law-changing-this-fall-and-what-it-means-for-whats-on-the-shelf/

Delta-9 THC

Delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol, commonly called delta-9 THC, is the cannabinoid most people mean when they say
“THC.” Some product labels and laboratory reports list delta-9 THC as a separate result. That number is useful, but

it may not tell the whole story when a rule or specification concerns total THC.

Total THC

Total THC is a broader measure. It accounts for delta-9 THC and the potential delta-9 THC that can form when

THCA is heated or otherwise decarboxylated. A common calculation is:
Total THC = delta-9 THC + (THCA x 0.877)

The 0.877 factor reflects the molecular-weight change when THCA loses carbon dioxide as it converts to delta-9
THC. A laboratory may report total THC directly, or a reviewer may need to calculate it from the individual results.
Follow the method specified by the relevant law, regulator, or product standard; don't assume every lab or

jurisdiction uses identical reporting conventions.

For a proposed total THC per container cap, a delta-9-only result may be inadequate. A gummy could test low
in delta-9 THC while having enough THCA to raise its calculated total THC. A label that says “low delta-9" is not

the same as proof that the product meets a total-THC limit.

Why THCA Testing and Conversion Matter

THCA is the acidic precursor to delta-9 THC. In raw plant material, much of the cannabinoid may be present as
THCA. Heat—such as smoking, vaping, or cooking—can convert some THCA to delta-9 THC. In finished gummies,
the amount and form of cannabinoids depend on the ingredients and manufacturing process, but THCA should

not be ignored just because a product is an edible.

Testing is important because the reported cannabinoid profile may differ depending on the sample, analytical
method, and how results are calculated. A certificate of analysis (COA) should make it possible to see relevant

cannabinoid results, not just a single headline number.
When reviewing a COA for gummies, look for:

¢ Both delta-9 THC and THCA results. A report listing only delta-9 may not support a total-THC assessment.

* Results in clear units. Confirm whether the lab reports milligrams per gram, milligrams per serving, or
milligrams per package.

* A stated serving size and package count. These help you compare the lab data with the actual product
label.

* A total-THC calculation or enough data to calculate it. Check that the approach matches the applicable
requirement.

* Product identity and batch information. The COA should correspond to the product and lot being sold.

e Appropriate detection limits. “Not detected” means the result was below the method's detection or

reporting threshold; it does not necessarily mean absolute zero.

Third-party lab testing can provide useful independent evidence about a product’s cannabinoid content. It does
not, by itself, guarantee that the product is legal in every state or compliant with every labeling rule. The report

must be current, relevant to the specific batch, and interpreted using the right units and THC calculation.



How to Check a 0.4 mg THC per Container Claim

Use a consistent method to compare the COA with the product package. The key is to compare like with like: total

THC in the full package against the applicable per-container limit.

1. Confirm the package size. Count the gummies and identify the labeled serving size.

2. Check how the COA reports results. Note whether values are per gram, per gummy, per serving, or per

package.
3. Include THCA where required. Use the required total-THC method rather than relying only on delta-9.
4. Calculate the package total. If results are per gummy, multiply the relevant amount per gummy by the
number of gummies. If the lab provides a package total, verify that it matches the package being reviewed.

5. Compare the total with the applicable cap. Do not treat 0.4 mg as an allowance for each gummy unless

the controlling rule specifically says it is per gummy.

Example package THC per gummy Number of gummies Package total What it shows A 0.04 mg 10 0.4 mg At the
example threshold, before considering testing uncertainty or other applicable requirements B 0.1 mg 10 1 mg
Each gummy is below 0.4 mg, but the package total is above it C 0.2 mg 2 0.4 mg The package total—not the

serving count alone—is what is compared

These examples are arithmetic illustrations, not legal determinations. A real compliance review must account for

the precise statutory definition, testing method, measurement uncertainty, packaging rules, and effective date.

Why the “Delta-9 Gummy Limit” Can Be Misleading

People often search for a “delta-9 gummy limit” as if there were one universal number that applies to every
gummy everywhere. In practice, requirements may differ by federal and state law, product type, and date. A state
may set its own rules for hemp-derived intoxicating products, while federal law may define which products qualify

as hemp in interstate commerce.

Also, a delta-9 limit and a total-THC limit are not interchangeable. If a rule specifies delta-9 THC, follow that
wording. If it specifies total THC, account for THCA as required. And if a standard says “per container,” don't

convert it into a per-serving limit for convenience.



Labels can add another layer of confusion. A “per serving” statement helps consumers understand the amount
they might take at once, but it does not replace a package-level calculation. Retailers and brands should make sure

the label, COA, and compliance worksheet use compatible units and describe the same product batch.

What Brands and Retailers Should Do

Companies preparing for the federal definition change should review more than the front-panel claim. For
example, a brand such as Joy Organics—or any hemp-gummy company—should ensure that product
specifications, testing plans, package counts, and labels are aligned with the rule that applies to each market.

Mentioning a brand here is not an assessment of its products or compliance status.

® Ask laboratories to report delta-9 THC and THCA, and to provide total THC using a documented method.
e Set specifications in milligrams per finished container when the relevant limit is package-based.

® Check that the tested sample represents the finished gummy, not just the hemp extract before it is added to

the recipe.
® Review label calculations whenever the serving size, gummy count, or formula changes.
® Keep batch-specific COAs and records that show how package totals were determined.

® Check state-specific restrictions separately; federal hemp status does not automatically settle state sale or

shipping rules.

It is also sensible to leave a compliance margin below a numeric cap. Lab results can vary, and measurement
uncertainty matters more when a product sits right at the threshold. A result that rounds to 0.4 mg may not be a

comfortable basis for a claim without understanding the underlying data and applicable rounding rules.

Questions Shoppers Can Ask

Consumers do not need to perform a laboratory audit, but a few questions can reveal whether a label is giving a

complete picture:

® Does the COA match the product’s batch or lot number?
® Does it show THCA as well as delta-9 THC?



® |s the THC amount stated per gummy, per serving, or for the whole package?
® Does the company explain what “total THC" means?

® |s "THC-free” supported by a lab result marked non-detect, and does the report state the detection limit?

A "THC-free" claim deserves particular care. A non-detect result means the lab did not detect THC above its
method's threshold in the tested sample; it is not a guarantee that every molecule is absent. And a report that

tests only delta-9 may not answer a question about total THC.

The Bottom Line

Ever notice how "not per serving, per container” means the relevant thc amount is added across the entire
package. The new federal framework's 0.4 mg THC per container threshold makes that distinction especially
important, while its focus on total THC means delta-9 alone may not be enough. THCA can contribute to

calculated total THC after accounting for its potential conversion.

For a shopper, check the whole-package number and the batch-specific COA. For a business, align the formula, lab

report, label, and package-level calculation—and confirm the effective rules for the market and date in question.

Legal-language takeaway: “Per container” means one cap for the full package, and “total THC” may include

potential THC from THCA—not just the delta-9 number on the label. This article is educational, not legal
advice.



