Exploring Backrefs Features: A Practical Guide for
SEO Professionals

What Makes Backrefs Stand Out in the SEO Toolkit?

When | first started working seriously with backlinks, | went through the usual routine. | signed
up for Moz, tried Ahrefs, and even spent a weekend inside SEMrush. Each platform had its
strengths, but none of them felt purpose-built for the specific job of backlink analysis. That is
where Backrefs enters the picture. Over the past few months, | have spent considerable time
testing its capabilities, and | want to share what | have learned about its core backrefs features
and how they hold up in real-world SEO work.

The tool is designed around a simple premise: give users a clear, actionable view of their link
profile without the noise. Many of us in SEO have felt the frustration of wading through
thousands of backlinks in a standard tool, trying to separate valuable links from spam.
Backrefs seems to have been built with that frustration in mind. Its interface is lean, and the
data is presented in a way that helps you make decisions quickly. That focus on usability is
what first drew me to explore its backrefs features in more depth.

Core Backrefs Features: What Actually Works

Link Profile Overview and Domain Authority Metrics

One of the first things | check in any link analysis tool is how it handles domain authority and
page authority. Backrefs offers its own proprietary scoring system, which it calls Domain
Rating and Page Rating. These are similar in spirit to Moz's Domain Authority or Ahrefs'
Domain Rating, but they are calculated using a different algorithm. In my testing, the scores
seemed to correlate well with actual search performance, though no metric is perfect. The tool
also pulls in data from Majestic, which gives you an additional reference point. That kind of
cross-referencing is rare in a single dashboard and can save you time during competitor
analysis.

Anchor Text Distribution and Link Types

Understanding how your anchor text is spread across the web is critical for avoiding penalties
and maintaining a natural link profile. Backrefs breaks down anchor text into categories:
branded, exact match, partial match, generic, and naked URLs. It also clearly separates
dofollow from nofollow links. | found this especially useful when | was auditing a site that had
an unnatural spike in exact-match anchor text. The tool flagged it immediately, and | was able
to adjust my link building strategy before any manual action from Google. The ability to filter by



link type, anchor text, and even link velocity helped me pinpoint issues that might have taken
hours to uncover in Google Search Console alone.

Broken Link Detection and Recovery

Broken links are a silent drain on your link equity. A broken backlink that used to pass authority
now leads to a 404 page, and your site loses that boost. Backrefs includes a dedicated broken
link report that scans your entire link profile and highlights any links pointing to non-existent
pages. | ran this on a client site with over 2,000 backlinks and found 47 broken links within
minutes. The tool also suggests possible redirect targets based on the original URL structure.
That feature alone saved me hours of manual checking. If you are doing a site audit, this is one
of those backrefs features that makes the subscription worth considering.

Competitor Analysis and Link Intersection

Another area where Backrefs shines is competitor analysis. Instead of just showing you a list
of a competitor's backlinks, it lets you run a link intersection report. You can compare your link
profile against up to five competitors and see which links you are missing. This is similar to
what Ahrefs and SEMrush offer, but the interface is cleaner and the data loads faster in my
experience. | used this feature to identify a handful of high-authority sites that linked to three of
my competitors but not to me. That list became my priority targets for link building over the
next quarter. The tool also exports the data easily, which is helpful when you need to present
findings to a client or a team.

Pricing and Value: Is It Worth It?

Backrefs does not try to compete with the all-in-one suites like SEMrush or Moz Pro. It focuses
on backlinks, and that focus shows in both the pricing and the depth of data. The entry-level
plan is roughly half the cost of a comparable Ahrefs subscription, and it includes unlimited
projects. For freelancers and small agencies, that is a significant difference. Larger enterprises
might miss the broader keyword research and site audit features that come with a full SEO
suite, but for link-specific work, Backrefs holds its own. | have found that | use it alongside
Google Search Console and a dedicated keyword research tool like Moz. The combination
covers all my bases without paying for features | rarely use.


https://real-review.com/backrefs/

Limitations and Trade-offs

No tool is perfect, and Backrefs has its shortcomings. The database is smaller than Ahrefs or
Majestic, which means you may not see every single backlink in existence. For most sites, the
coverage is sufficient, but if you are analyzing a massive domain with millions of backlinks, you
might miss some longer-tail links. The tool also lacks a built-in site audit crawler, so you cannot
check on-page SEO issues directly. You would need to pair it with a separate crawler or use
Google Search Console for that part of the process. Additionally, the user interface, while clean,
could benefit from more customizable dashboards. As it stands, you get a fixed set of reports,
and you cannot rearrange them to match your personal workflow.

How Backrefs Compares to the Big Players

| have used Moz, Ahrefs, and SEMrush extensively over the past decade. Each has its
strengths. Moz offers excellent keyword research and a strong community. Ahrefs has the
largest link index and the most frequent updates. SEMrush combines SEO with PPC and social
media analytics. Backrefs, on the other hand, is laser-focused on backlinks. If your primary
concern is understanding your link profile, discovering lost or broken links, and analyzing
competitor link strategies, Backrefs does those jobs as well as any of the larger tools. It also
integrates with Majestic data, which adds an extra layer of verification. For a link building
specialist, that focus is a feature, not a limitation.

Practical Tips for Getting Started



If you decide to try Backrefs, here are a few things | learned that made the onboarding
smoother:

e Start with a full link profile export and compare it against Google Search Console's
data. The two sources often show different link counts, and understanding the gap
helps you calibrate expectations.

e Use the broken link report as a first action item. Fixing those links can quickly recover
lost authority and improve your domain authority scores.

e Run competitor link intersection reports weekly during the early stages of a link
building campaign. The web changes fast, and new opportunities appear often.

e Pay attention to link velocity metrics. A sudden spike or drop in new links can signal
either a successful campaign or a potential spam attack. Backrefs makes it easy to
spot these trends.

Final Thoughts on Backrefs Features

After several months of regular use, | can say that the backrefs features | rely on most are the
broken link detection, anchor text analysis, and competitor intersection reports. These three
capabilities alone have improved the efficiency of my link building work. The tool is not a
replacement for a full SEO suite, but it fills a specific niche better than anything else | have
tried. If you spend a significant portion of your week analyzing backlinks, the investment is
easy to justify. And if you are still on the fence, the free trial gives you enough access to run a
meaningful test on your own site or a client project. That hands-on experience will tell you
more than any review can.



