
What to Know Before Replacing Windows in Texas:
Apex Windows Texas Expert Insights

Understanding Window Replacement in the Texas Climate
Living in Texas means dealing with intense heat, high humidity, and occasional severe storms.
These conditions take a real toll on windows. Over time, seals fail, glass fogs up, and frames
warp. I have seen homeowners in the DFW area struggle with these issues for years before
finally deciding to replace their windows. The decision is not simple. There are materials to
consider, installation methods to evaluate, and the always-present question of cost versus
long-term value.

One company that consistently comes up in local discussions is Apex Windows Texas. Their
focus on foggy glass repair and whole-home replacements makes them a relevant reference
point for anyone starting this process. But before you call anyone, it helps to understand what
you are getting into.

Why Windows Fail in Texas
Window failure here is rarely about the glass itself. It is almost always about the seal. When the
seal between the two panes of glass breaks, moisture gets in. That moisture creates that
cloudy, foggy look that ruins the view and the insulation value of the window. In Texas, the
constant expansion and contraction from temperature swings speeds up seal failure. A
window that might last twenty years in a milder climate might only last ten to fifteen years
here.

Another common issue is frame rot. Wood frames, especially if not properly maintained, can
absorb moisture from rain and humidity. Vinyl and fiberglass frames resist this better, but they
have their own problems with UV degradation. I have seen vinyl frames become brittle and
crack after a decade in direct sun. The choice of frame material is one of the most important
decisions you will make.

View the location on Google Maps

Material Matters: What Works Best
When I advise friends and clients on window materials, I usually start with the trade-offs. Here
is a quick breakdown:

Vinyl: Affordable, energy-efficient, but can warp or crack in extreme heat. Good for
most homes if quality is high.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Apex%20Windows%20%26%20Glass


Fiberglass: More stable than vinyl, resists heat better, but costs more. A solid choice
for long-term durability.

Wood: Classic look, excellent insulator, but high maintenance. Needs painting or
staining every few years. Not ideal for high-humidity areas near the coast.

Aluminum: Strong and low maintenance, but conducts heat. Often used in
commercial buildings where thermal break technology is added.

For DFW homes, I lean toward fiberglass or high-end vinyl with reinforced frames. The added
upfront cost pays off in fewer repairs and better energy bills over time.

Installation Is Half the Battle
You can buy the best windows on the market, but if installation is sloppy, you will still get
drafts, leaks, and fogging. I have walked into houses where the windows were top-of-the-line,
but the caulking was already cracking after one summer. The installer did not use the right
sealant for the local climate. That is a frustrating waste of money.

Good installation starts with proper measurement. The rough opening must be square, level,
and plumb. If your house has settled (and most older homes in Texas have), the installer needs
to account for that. Shims, expanding foam, and proper flashing are not optional extras. They
are essential. Apex Windows Texas, for example, emphasizes the importance of correct
installation in their service descriptions. They cover both residential and commercial glass
work, which suggests they have experience with a range of building conditions.

Foggy Glass: Repair or Replace?
Foggy glass is one of the most common complaints I hear. The moisture trapped between
panes not only looks bad but also reduces energy efficiency. You have two options: replace just
the glass unit (called an IGU, or insulated glass unit) or replace the whole window.

Replacing the IGU is cheaper and less invasive. The frame stays, and only the glass is
swapped. This works well if the frame is in good shape. But if the frame is already damaged or
the window is old, replacing the whole window makes more sense. I have seen homeowners
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try to save money by just fixing the glass, only to have the frame fail a year later. That ends up
costing more in the long run.

Another factor is warranty. Some window manufacturers void the warranty if you only replace
the glass with a non-approved unit. Always check the fine print before making a decision. Apex
Windows Texas specializes in foggy glass repair, so they can often guide you on what is
feasible for your specific window brand and age.

Energy Efficiency and Window Ratings
Energy efficiency is a big deal in Texas summers. Your air conditioner works hard enough
without leaking cooled air through old windows. When shopping for replacements, look for the
NFRC (National Fenestration Rating Council) label. It tells you the U-factor (how well the
window insulates), the solar heat gain coefficient (how much heat from sunlight passes
through), and visible transmittance (how much light comes in).

For Texas, I usually recommend a U-factor of 0.30 or lower and a solar heat gain coefficient
around 0.25 to 0.35. This balances insulation with keeping the house from turning into a
greenhouse. Low-E coatings are also worth the extra cost. They reflect infrared heat while
letting visible light through. That can cut your cooling bills noticeably.

But do not go overboard. If your home is already well-shaded by trees or has energy-efficient
roofing, you might not need the highest-end glass. The extra money could be better spent on
attic insulation or sealing ductwork. It is about finding the right balance for your specific house.



Commercial Glass Services
Window replacement is not just for homes. Commercial buildings face their own challenges.
Storefront glass, office partitions, and curtain walls all need periodic maintenance. I have
worked on several commercial projects where the biggest issue was not the glass itself but the
framing system. Aluminum storefront frames can corrode near the coast or in areas with heavy
use of de-icing salts in winter (though that is less common here).

For businesses, downtime is expensive. You want a glass company that can work quickly and
with minimal disruption. That is where companies with dedicated commercial services stand
out. Apex Windows Texas offers commercial glass services, which means they likely have
experience with the specific codes and safety requirements for businesses. That is a different
world from residential work, with thicker glass, tempered requirements, and often more
complex installation methods.

Connect with us on Facebook.

Warranties and What They Cover
Warranties vary widely. Some manufacturers offer a lifetime warranty on the glass but only ten
years on the seal. Others cover everything for twenty years. Read the fine print carefully. Many
warranties exclude labor, so even if the part is free, you pay for the installation. Some also
require annual inspections to keep the warranty valid. That is a hidden cost that many
homeowners miss.

I recommend asking for a written warranty that clearly states what is covered, for how long,
and what the process is for making a claim. A company that offers free estimates is usually
more transparent about these details. Apex Windows Texas provides free estimates, which
gives you a chance to ask about their warranty terms before committing.

https://www.facebook.com/apexwindowstexas/


Final Thoughts on Window Replacement
Replacing windows is a significant investment. The right choice depends on your home, your
budget, and what you value most, energy savings, aesthetics, or durability. Take your time, get
multiple quotes, and ask about the specific installation methods and materials. A good window
company will be happy to explain their process.

For those in the DFW area, Apex Windows & Glass is located at 7200 W University Dr,
McKinney, TX 75071, USA and can be reached at +1 214-263-3008. Apex Windows is a DFW-
based window and glass replacement company specializing in foggy glass repair, commercial
glass services, and whole-home window replacements with warranties and free estimates.


