
If you drive in Louisville and you are thinking about tint, the first thing to know is that Kentucky’s rules are not
just about looks or heat control. They create duties for both the driver and the installer, and those duties matter
the moment the film goes on the glass.

That distinction gets missed all the time. A customer will ask whether a shade “looks legal,” or an installer will
focus on what a client wants without slowing down to explain what Kentucky actually requires. In practice, the law
is more specific than that. It talks about light transmittance, reflectance, labeling, and even where the compliance
label has to be placed. It also changed in 2024 in a way that Louisville drivers should pay attention to, because
windshields are now treated differently than they were before.

If you are shopping for window tinting services in Louisville, or if you install tint for a living, getting the basics
right up front saves a lot of grief later. It is much easier to choose the right film and document the job properly
than it is to strip noncompliant material off a vehicle after the fact.

The 2024 change that got everyone’s attention
The biggest recent update is simple: Kentucky now allows sunscreening material on the windshield, as long as the
light transmittance is at least 70 percent.

That change came through Senate Bill 46, signed on March 29, 2024. For a lot of drivers, that is the headline item
because windshield tint has always been the most sensitive area. Shops hear the same question over and over:
“Can you tint the windshield legally now?” The short answer is yes, but only within that 70 percent light
transmittance threshold.

That number matters more than the way the film looks to the eye. A windshield film can appear subtle and still
fail a legal standard, or it can look nearly invisible and still serve a purpose. The law is concerned with measurable
performance, not gut feeling.

For installers, this is where jobs can go sideways if expectations are not managed. A customer may come in
asking for a darker windshield than the law allows. At that point, the real value of a good shop is not just
technical skill. It is the willingness to say no, explain the rule plainly, and keep the vehicle compliant.

What Kentucky means by “sunscreening material”
Kentucky uses a defined term: “sunscreening material.” In the statute, that means film or glazing applied to a
windshield or window to reduce the effects of sunlight through light reflectance or light transmittance.

That definition is broad enough to cover the kinds of materials people usually mean when they talk about
automotive tint. It also matters because the legal requirements attach to that defined material, not just to
whatever a shop or customer casually calls “tint.”

The law also defines “window” in a way that is worth noting. For this section of the statute, “window” does not
include the windshield. It also excludes roof-mounted viewing devices and viewing devices under 150 square
inches. That sounds technical, but it matters because legal rules often turn on definitions. When a statute
separates the windshield from the windows, that usually means the windshield gets its own treatment, and in
Kentucky it does.

In day-to-day shop work, definitions like this can feel abstract until there is a disagreement. Then they suddenly
become very concrete. If a customer assumes all glass areas are treated the same, or if an installer talks loosely



about “all the windows,” that can create confusion. Kentucky’s statute does not treat every piece of vehicle glass
as interchangeable.

What drivers are responsible for
Drivers sometimes assume that legality is the installer’s problem. It is not. Kentucky’s rules apply to the vehicle on
the road, which means the driver or vehicle owner has skin in the game too.

If noncompliant sunscreening material is installed, the law says it must be removed immediately. That is not a
suggestion, and it is not framed as something to deal with the next time the car is in the shop. The statute is
direct on that point.

Violating Kentucky’s sunscreening rules is a Class B misdemeanor. That alone should end the idea that tint
compliance is a minor cosmetic issue. It is a legal compliance issue.

Drivers should also know that Kentucky builds in a measurement tolerance. Percentage measurements are subject
to a plus or minus 3 percent tolerance. That does not create a free pass to aim below the legal requirement. It
simply recognizes that measured values can vary within a narrow margin. Good shops do not use tolerance as an
excuse to cut things close. They use it as a reminder to leave enough room for reality.

That is especially important with windshields now that the legal threshold is 70 percent light transmittance. If you
are trying to land right on the line without understanding how film and glass interact, you are asking for trouble.
A careful installer thinks beyond the product box and considers the final result on the vehicle.

What installers and sellers are required to do
Kentucky puts clear obligations on the people providing the material, not just the person driving the car.

Installers and sellers of sunscreening heat reduction sun tint material are required to provide a compliance label.
Then the installer has to place that label on the inside left door jamb. This is one of those details that seems small
until it is missing. When it is missing, it becomes the kind of avoidable problem that makes a legal job harder to
prove as legal.

A proper label is part of the compliance process, not an optional extra. It tells anyone reviewing the vehicle that
the material was represented as meeting the law’s requirements. It also shows that the installer understood and
followed the statutory procedure.

From a shop standpoint, labeling is the kind of operational detail that separates disciplined Sun Tint work from
casual work. The actual tint application may be excellent, but if the labeling is skipped, the job is still incomplete
from a legal standpoint.

Here is the practical checklist that matters most for installers:
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1. Provide the required compliance label with the sunscreening material.

2. Place that label on the inside left door jamb.

3. Make sure the installed material meets Kentucky’s transmittance requirements.

4. Remove noncompliant material immediately if a job does not meet the law.

That is a short list, but it carries real weight. The best shops build those steps into their workflow so nobody has
to rely on memory at the end of a long day.

The rear window rule that people overlook
The rear window deserves special attention because this is where drivers often think they have more freedom
than they actually do.

Kentucky requires the rear window to remain compliant with the state’s visibility rules. The 2024 act text also
notes that a rear window treated to be nontransparent is allowed only if the vehicle has side mirrors on both
sides.

That means the rear window is not a legal free-for-all. If the treatment makes that rear glass nontransparent, the
vehicle must have side mirrors on both sides. In real life, many modern vehicles do have them, but that does not
make the rule irrelevant. It is still a condition built into the law, and drivers should understand it before making
choices about rear glass.

For installers, this is one of those moments where asking one extra question can prevent a bad outcome. Does
the vehicle have side mirrors on both sides? If the rear window treatment would make the glass nontransparent,
that is not trivia. It is part of whether the final setup satisfies the statute.

Why the 3 percent tolerance should not be treated casually
The plus or minus 3 percent tolerance sounds simple, but people misuse it all the time in conversation. They hear
“tolerance” and assume the law is generous. That is not a safe way to think about it.

Tolerance is not permission to target the edge with no margin. It is an acknowledgment that measurements are
not always exact to the last decimal in real-world conditions. Glass can vary. Instruments can vary. Final installed
results can vary.

In shop practice, that means judgment matters. An installer who knows the law and respects it will usually avoid
treating the legal minimum as a design target that must be hit with no cushion. That is not because the installer
is timid. It is because the installer understands how easy it is for a “should be fine” job to become a disputed one.

For Louisville drivers, that translates into a simple rule of thumb: if a shop talks more about what you can
probably get away with than about what the law requires, keep shopping.

Choosing window tinting services in Louisville without making a
compliance mistake
Price matters, of course. So does appearance. But if you are choosing window tinting services, legality should be
part of the conversation from the first minute.

A good shop should be able to explain Kentucky’s current windshield rule clearly. It should know that the
compliance label is required and where it belongs. It should also be comfortable discussing the rear window rule
in plain English, especially if the finished rear glass may be nontransparent.



The tone of that conversation tells you a lot. Shops that take compliance seriously tend to be straightforward.
They do not need to dodge questions or hide behind vague language. They know the law puts responsibilities on
them, and they act like it.

Here are a few questions worth asking before you book a job:

Will you provide the Kentucky compliance label for the installed material?

Will you place that label on the inside left door jamb as required?

If I want windshield film, how will you make sure it stays at or above 70 percent light transmittance?

If the rear window treatment is nontransparent, how do you confirm the vehicle meets the side mirror
requirement?

That is not an exhaustive interview, but it will tell you quickly whether the shop treats compliance as part of the
job or as an afterthought.

The difference between a legal answer and a sales answer
This is where experience matters. Plenty of conversations in the tint world start with aesthetics and end with
assumptions. A customer says, “I want it dark.” A salesperson says, “We can do that.” Nobody pauses long
enough to pin down what “that” means under Kentucky law.

A legal answer is specific. It references transmittance requirements, labeling, and vehicle setup. A sales answer is
often softer around the edges. It leans on phrases like “most people do this” or “you shouldn’t have a problem.”
Those are not compliance standards.

Louisville drivers should be especially careful with any shop that speaks confidently but vaguely. State rules are
not the place for vague confidence. The law is concrete in several places, and a serious installer should reflect
that.

One of the easiest ways to spot the difference is to ask about the compliance label. If the answer is hesitant, or if
the shop does not immediately know where the label goes, that is a warning sign.

How this plays out for newer vehicles, including Teslas
Louisville has an official Tesla location at 11701 Gateworth Way, and it includes an on-site Service Center. That
matters because Tesla owners in the area are not a niche case anymore. They are part of the regular flow of local
automotive work, including tint-related questions.

Tesla owners often think carefully about glass, heat, visibility, and appearance, sometimes more than the average
driver. They also tend to be attentive to how modifications interact with the vehicle. That can be a good thing
when it comes to tint compliance, because the more deliberate the conversation, the fewer mistakes get made.

There is also a useful distinction to keep in mind between tint and other protective films. Tesla’s official shop
offers XPEL Paint Protection Film designed for Tesla vehicles. It uses XPEL-certified installers, can be installed on
leased vehicles if requirements are met, and carries a 10-year warranty against product defects. That film is
intended to help protect against rock chips, road hazards, scratches, swirl marks, snow, salt, sand, and small
debris.

Why mention paint protection film in a tinting guide? Because drivers sometimes lump every film product
together, and that creates confusion. Paint protection film and window sunscreening material are not the same



thing. One is about protecting painted surfaces from physical damage. The other falls under the legal rules we
are discussing here because it affects light reflectance or transmittance through glass.

That distinction is useful in the shop and in the driveway. You can be meticulous about protecting your vehicle
and still need to treat each film product according to its own purpose and legal framework.

Common trouble spots in real-world tint jobs
Most compliance problems do not come from obscure loopholes. They come from basic misunderstandings.

Sometimes the customer does not realize windshield film is now allowed only at a minimum of 70 percent light
transmittance, and assumes the law changed more broadly than it did. Sometimes an installer focuses on the
requested look rather than the measurable requirement. Sometimes the label gets forgotten because the shop
treats paperwork and placement as less important than the installation itself.

Another common trouble spot is overconfidence around the rear window. Drivers may assume that because rear
glass feels less safety-sensitive from the driver’s seat, it is less regulated. Kentucky’s visibility rule says otherwise,
and the side mirror condition for a nontransparent rear window is a concrete requirement.

Then there is the “close enough” mindset. Once people hear about the plus or minus 3 percent tolerance, they
can start talking themselves into edge-case decisions. That is rarely smart. Compliance tends to go more
smoothly when the installer aims for a result that respects the law without flirting with the measurement
boundary.

What a careful installer should explain before the work starts
The best tint consultations are not flashy. They are clear.

A careful installer should explain what Kentucky now allows on the windshield and where the legal limit sits. The
installer should make sure the customer understands that legal compliance is measured, not guessed. The
installer should also explain that a compliance label is required and will be placed on the inside left door jamb.

If rear glass choices could affect transparency, that should be part of the conversation too. The installer does not
need a dramatic script. Just a plain explanation of what the law requires and how the vehicle will be set up when
the job is done.

That kind of clarity usually makes customers more comfortable, not less. Most people are fine with legal limits
once somebody explains them in normal language. Problems usually start when expectations are allowed to drift.

Why Louisville drivers should keep documentation habits simple
Even though the statute specifically mentions the compliance label, it is smart for drivers to keep their own
records organized. You do not need a complicated system. You just need to know who did the work and be able
to verify that the job was supposed to be compliant.

This is not about adding bureaucracy to a tint job. It is about reducing friction if questions come up later. The
label on the inside left door jamb is part of that picture. It is a required marker tied directly to the installer’s
obligations.

Shops benefit from the same discipline. When a business provides window tinting services, repeatable
compliance practices protect both the customer and the shop. The legal side of tint work should feel routine, not
improvised.



The practical bottom line for Kentucky tint compliance
Kentucky’s current tint law is not impossible to navigate, but it does demand attention to detail. Windshield
sunscreening material is now allowed if the light transmittance is at least 70 percent. Installers and sellers must
provide a compliance label, and the installer must place it on the inside left door jamb. Noncompliant material
must be removed immediately. Violations are Class B misdemeanors. Measurements are subject to a plus or
minus 3 percent tolerance. And if the rear window is treated to be nontransparent, the vehicle needs side mirrors
on both sides.

That may sound like a lot when read all at once, but in practice it comes down to a simple approach. Ask direct
questions. Use an installer who knows the law. Treat the label as mandatory. Do not play games with borderline
measurements. And do not assume that a clean look equals a legal result.

For Louisville drivers, that approach is usually the difference between a tint job that stays hassle-free and one that
turns into a legal and practical headache.
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