Why Hill Country Roofing Demands More Than a
Standard Shingle

When | first moved to the Texas Hill Country, | thought roofing was roofing. A few years and one
hailstorm later, | learned otherwise. The climate here swings from scorching summer sun to
sudden torrents, and the limestone hills create microclimates that test every material. Standard
asphalt shingles that work fine in Houston or Dallas often fail within a decade out here. That is
why hill country roofing has become its own specialty, and why homeowners from Dripping
Springs to the outskirts of Austin need to understand what sets it apart.

| have worked on custom homes across this region since the early 2000s, and | have seen what
happens when a roofing contractor treats a Hill Country house like any other suburban build.
Leaks appear at the valleys first, then along the eaves. The decking rots because the
underlayment could not handle the heat cycling. The whole thing becomes a costly headache.
The good news is that with the right approach, a roof here can last thirty years or more with
minimal trouble. The key is matching the system to the place.

Why the Hill Country Is Hard on Roofs

The Texas Hill Country sits in a transition zone between humid subtropical and semi-arid. That
means summer temperatures push past 100 degrees Fahrenheit, and winter nights can dip
below freezing. The sun is intense, especially at higher elevations where the limestone reflects
heat back onto the roof. Then come the spring storms with hail the size of golf balls and winds
that rip at flashings. A standard three-tab shingle might survive a few seasons, but the thermal
expansion alone will eventually crack the sealant around vents and pipes.

| once inspected a five-year-old home near Dripping Springs where the builder used commodity
felt underlayment and basic asphalt shingles. The south-facing slope had visible granule loss,
and the underlayment was brittle in spots. The homeowner was already planning a full
replacement. That is the reality of hill country roofing: shortcuts cost more in the long run.

Metal Roofing: A Natural Fit

For many of the custom homes | work on, metal roofing has become the go-to choice. Standing
seam metal roof systems, in particular, handle the Hill Country climate better than almost
anything else. The panels expand and contract along hidden clips, so there are no exposed
fasteners to loosen or leak. The slope sheds water fast, and the smooth surface gives hail less
to grab. | have seen standing seam roofs take direct hits from hailstorms that would have
shredded composition shingles, with nothing more than a few cosmetic dings.
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Two materials dominate the metal roofing market here: galvalume and stone-coated steel.
Galvalume is a steel sheet coated with an aluminum-zinc alloy that resists corrosion. It has a
clean, silvery finish that reflects a lot of solar heat. Stone-coated steel takes that same base
and adds a ceramic granule layer, giving it a texture and color that mimics clay tile or slate.
Both work well, but the choice comes down to aesthetics and budget. A galvalume roof costs
less upfront and performs admirably, though it can show oil-canning ripples in strong light.
Stone-coated steel hides those imperfections and offers more color options, but the coating
can wear in heavy traffic areas like around skylights or chimney saddles.

One thing | always tell homeowners: if you go with metal, invest in a good roof underlayment.
Even the best standing seam can leak if water backs up under wind pressure. | prefer Huber
Engineered Woods Zip System sheathing with the integrated weather barrier, or a peel-and-
stick membrane like Grace Ice & Water Shield. Both give you a secondary defense that makes
the whole assembly more forgiving.

Cool Roofing and Energy Efficiency

Summer cooling bills in the Hill Country can rival winter heating bills up north. That is why cool
roofing has become a serious consideration for any energy-efficient roofing project. A cool roof
uses reflective surfaces to bounce sunlight away from the building, reducing the heat that
transfers into the attic and living spaces. For metal roofs, that means choosing a light-colored
Kynar paint finish or a galvalume surface that meets Energy Star requirements.

| worked on a custom home near Austin last year where the owner wanted a dark gray standing
seam because it matched the limestone veneer. We convinced him to go with a lighter gray
cool-roof coating. The attic temperature difference on a 95-degree afternoon was nearly 20
degrees cooler than the dark roof on his previous house. He told me later that his air
conditioner cycles less often, and the upstairs bedrooms stay comfortable without a separate
zone. That is the kind of real-world gain that makes the extra cost worthwhile.

But cool roofing is not just about the top surface. The whole assembly matters. Proper roof
ventilation under the metal panels keeps the decking dry and reduces heat buildup. | use ridge
vents and soffit intake vents on every project, even on roofs that do not have a conditioned
attic. It extends the life of the underlayment and prevents moisture from condensing on the
underside of the metal during cold snaps.

Materials Matter: What Goes Under the Metal

Too many roofing contractors focus only on what you see from the street. The real durability of
hill country roofing depends on what is underneath. The underlayment, the sheathing, the
flashings, and the ventilation all work together as a system. | have seen roofs with beautiful



standing seam panels fail because the contractor used cheap felt underlayment that
disintegrated after two summers.

For the underlayment, | specify either Grace Ice & Water Shield or a high-temperature synthetic
from GAF or Owens Corning. These products have a rubberized asphalt layer that seals around
nail penetrations and stays flexible in extreme heat. They cost more than standard felt, but they
add years to the roof life. For the sheathing, Huber Engineered Woods Zip System is my first
choice because the integrated weather barrier saves a step and provides a solid nailing base. If
the budget is tighter, a good CDX plywood with a separate self-adhered underlayment works
fine.

| also pay close attention to the flashings at valleys, chimneys, and wall intersections. A
standing seam metal roof needs custom-fabricated flashings, not off-the-shelf pieces that
leave gaps. The best contractors in Drippings Springs and the rest of the Hill Country form their
own flashings on site or order them pre-bent from a metal shop. That attention to detail is what
separates a roof that lasts from one that leaks.

Working With a Roofing Contractor

If you are building or renovating a custom home in the Texas Hill Country, choosing the right
roofing contractor is as important as choosing the right material. | have seen homeowners hire
the lowest bidder and end up with a roof that needs replacement in seven years. That is not a
cost saving; it is a waste. Look for a contractor who specializes in metal roofing and has
experience with standing seam systems. Ask for references from projects in the same area. A
good contractor will show you photos of work in Dripping Springs, Austin, and other nearby
communities.

Another thing to consider: warranties. Most metal panel manufacturers like CertainTeed and
TAMKO offer material warranties of 20 to 40 years, but those warranties are only valid if the
roof is installed by an approved contractor. Make sure your contractor is certifled by the
manufacturer for the specific product you choose. That certification is a sign that they have
been trained on the proper installation details.

| also recommend asking about ventilation and underlayment during the bid phase. If a
contractor brushes off those questions or suggests skipping them to save money, move on. A
quality hill country roofing job includes proper ventilation, a high-temperature underlayment,
and careful flashing details. There is no shortcut that does not come back to bite you.

The Long View

| have been doing this work since 2008, and | can say without hesitation that the best roofs in
the Hill Country are the ones that were designed for the place from the start. A standing seam



metal roof with galvalume or stone-coated steel, backed by a quality underlayment from Grace
or Huber Engineered Woods, and installed by a contractor who understands the local climate,

will outperform and outlast anything else. It costs more upfront, but the peace of mind is worth
it.

If you are planning a custom home or a re-roof in the Texas Hill Country, take the time to learn
about the options. Talk to a few roofing contractors. Ask about cool roofing, roof ventilation,
and the specific materials they use. And remember that the cheapest bid now often becomes
the most expensive repair later. The right hill country roofing system is an investment in the
comfort and longevity of your home.



