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Poland Driving License Registration: A Comprehensive Guide for
Citizens and Expats

Navigating the governmental landscape of a new nation can be challenging, and getting or registering a driving
license is typically at the top of the to-do list for lots of expats and new citizens in Poland. Whether someone is
exchanging a foreign license, moving an EU document, or starting the process from scratch, understanding

Poland driving license registration is essential for remaining lawfully certified on the roadway.

This thorough guide breaks down the vital steps, files, and timelines required to successfully register or get a
driving license in Poland.

Comprehending the Basics of Polish Driving Licenses

Before diving into the registration process, it is important to comprehend who needs to sign up or exchange their
license. Poland compares driving licenses released by European Union (EU)/ European Economic Area (EEA)
member states and those issued by third-party (non-EU) countries. In addition, homeowners who passed their

driving examination in Poland deal with a somewhat different administrative journey.

Who Needs to Register or Exchange?

1. EU/EEA License Holders: Can generally drive in Poland utilizing their present license until it expires.
However, they have the choice-- and sometimes the responsibility-- to exchange it for a Polish driving license

once they develop official residency.

2. Non-EU License Holders: Can generally drive on their foreign license accompanied by an International
Driving Permit (IDP) for approximately 180 days from the date of developing residency. After this duration,

the license needs to be exchanged for a Polish one.

3. New Drivers: Individuals who completed a state test in Poland should register their pass results with the

regional office to physical print and issue the file.

Step-by-Step Process for Driving License Registration

The administrative body responsible for providing and signing up driving licenses in Poland is the District Office
(Starostwo Powiatowe), the City Hall (Urzad Miasta), or the District Office of Warsaw (Urzad Dzielnicy),
depending upon where the applicant lives.

Step 1: Establish Official Residency (Zameldowanie)

To sign up a driving license, candidates must be official homeowners of Poland. This requires getting a PESEL
number (Personal Identification Number) and registering a domestic address ( Zameldowanie), or registering as

an EU resident living in Poland.

Action 2: Gather Required Documents
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The documentation differs depending upon the type of application. Below is a general list for standard

registration and exchange treatments.

® Finished application form (available at the office or online through the Polska.gov.pl website).
® Existing driving license (if relevant).

* A certified translation of the foreign driving license into Polish (required for non-EU licenses).
® Proof of legal residence in Poland (home card, visa, or EU registration certificate).

* A current biometric picture (35 x 45 mm).

* Medical certificate verifying no contraindications to driving (if required for the specific category or license

exchange).

¢ \Verification of payment for the license issuance.

Action 3: Submit the Application and Pay Fees

Applicants must visit their regional community office face to face or send files online utilizing a trusted profile (
Profil Zaufany).

Charge Structure Overview

Service Type Approximated Cost (PLN) Description Requirement License Issuance 100 PLN Requirement fee for
printing and releasing the plastic card. Evidence/Administrative Fee 0.50 PLN Little administrative processing
fee. Sworn Translation Varies (approx. 50-- 150 PLN per page) Required for non-EU licenses equated into Polish.

Medical checkup 200 PLN Basic state-regulated fee for the physician's assessment.

Step 4: Wait for Processing and Collect the License

The basic waiting time for a Polish driving license is up to 30 days, though it can take longer for non-EU licenses
since the Polish authorities must confirm the authenticity of the file with the issuing country. Applicants can track

the status of their license online through the official government portal ( obywatel.gov.pl).

Unique Considerations for Non-EU License Holders

For drivers holding licenses from nations that are not signatories to the Geneva or Vienna Conventions on Road

Traffic, the process is significantly stricter.

* The Exam Requirement: If a foreign license was provided by a nation outside the significant road
conventions, the candidate may be required to pass the theoretical driving test in Poland before the license
can be registered and exchanged. Practical tests are usually waived, but the theory test should be taken in

Polish, English, or German.

¢ Verification Delays: Foreign licenses from outside the EU undergo extensive background checks.
Throughout this confirmation duration, the original foreign license is generally taken by the Polish workplace

and held till the Polish license is ready.

Secret Tips for a Smooth Registration Experience

To avoid common risks throughout the Poland driving license registration procedure, keep the following ideas in

mind:

* Book Appointments in Advance: Municipal offices ( Urzgd Miasta) in significant cities like Warsaw, Krakéw,

and Wroctaw frequently require online appointment booking ( rezerwacja wizyty) weeks beforehand.



* Language Barrier: While larger cities have English-speaking staff, smaller towns might require applicants to

bring a translator, particularly during medical exams or complicated document submissions.

e Examine the Validity Dates: Ensure that both the foreign driving license and the medical certificate remain

valid throughout the application procedure. Expired files will be instantly declined.

* Keep Receipts: Always keep the payment verifications and the momentary paper driving authorization (if
released) on hand while waiting on the physical card.

Summary Checklist for Applicants

1. Secure a PESEL number and local address registration ( Zameldowanie).
2. Total a medical assessment (if required).
3. Acquire a sworn translation of a non-EU driving license.
4. Submit the application type from the regional Urzqd Miasta.
5. Pay the required administrative fees (approx. 100.50 PLN).
6. Send files personally or online.
7. Track the status and get the brand-new Polish driving license.
By following these guidelines and preparing the required paperwork ahead of time, Poland jak kupi¢ prawo

jazdy driving license registration becomes a straightforward administrative task, permitting locals to strike the

Polish roadways securely and lawfully.
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